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There be many that fay, Who will ſhew us 
any good ?—Lord, Ir thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us. 


\HE great purſuit of man, is after hap- 

pinels : it is the firſt and ſtrongeſt 
of his life, he ſcarches for it, as for hid trea- 
fure ; —conrts it under 'a thouſand different 
ed — ſtill perſiſts—runs after, and enquires for 
it afreſh—aſks every paſſenger who comes in 
his way, Who will hem him any good ?—who 
will affiſt him in the attainment of it, or direct 


him to the diſcovery of this great end of all his | 
wiſhes ? * 


” He is told by one, to ſearch for it 
the more gay aud youthful pleaſures of life, in 
| B ſcenes 


ypon the paſſions, or the parting with it ct 
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ſcenes of mirth and fprightlineſs, where bappi- 
neſs ever preſides, and is ever to be known by 
the joy and laughter which be will ſeq, at 
once, painted in her looks. 

A ſecond, with a graver aſpect, points out 
to the coſtly dwellings which pride und extra- 
vagance have erected: — tella the enquirer, that 
the object be is in ſearch of inhabits there ; — 
that happineks lives only in company with the 
great, in the midſt of much pomp and outward 
ſtate :—that be will eaſily find ber out by the 
luxury, and expence of equipage and furniture, 
with which the always fits ſurrounded. 


The miſer bleſſes Gop !—wonders how any 
one would miſlead, and wilfully put him upon 
ſo wrong a ſcent—convinces him that happi- 
nefs and extravagance never inhabited under 
the fame roof —that if he would not be diſ- 


ney, and cautiouſly lays it up againſt an evil 
bout": that it k not the proftitution of wealth 


al, 


* 


— 
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all, that conſtitutes happineſa, —but that it is 
the keeping it together, and the n Av and 
HOLDING it faſt to him and ha heirs for euer, 


the object of his purſuit to be happineſs, and 
knowing of no other happineſs than what is 
ſcated immediately in the ſenſes —be ſends the 
enquirer there ;—tells him 'tis in vaio to fearch 
clſewhere for it, than where Nature berſelf has 
placed it——<n the indulgence and gratifica- 
tion of the appetites, which are given us for 
that end : and, in a word, —ifhe will nc* take 
word of a muck wiſer man, who has aſſured 
us,—that there is nothing better in this world, 
than that a man ſhould eat and drink, and re- 
joice in his works, and make his foul enjoy 
good in his labour ſor that is his portion. | 

To reſcue han from this brutal experiment, 
Ambition takes him by the hand, and carries 
B 2 him, 


16 a EAA 


doms of the earth, and the glory of them, — 
points out the many ways of advancing bis or- 
tune, and raiſing himſelf to honour, lay 
before his eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and aſks if there can 
be any happineſs in this world like that of be- 
ing careſſed, courted, flattered and followed ? 

To cloſe all, the philoſopber meets him buſt- 
ling in the full career of this purſuit —ftops him 
tells him, 11 CO NSSs 
is far gone out of his way. 

That this deity bas long been banithed from 
noiſe and tumults, where there was no reſt 
found for her, and was fled into folitude, far 
from all commerce of the world; and, in a 
word, if he would find her, he muſt leave this 
buſy and mtriguing ſcene, and go back to that 


| peaceful ſcene of retirement and _ from 


which he at firſt ſer out. 

In this circle too often does man run; tries 
and diflaticfied with them all at laſt—iv utter 
deſpair of ever accompliſhing what he wants — 


nor knowing what to truſt to after fo many 


diſappointments, 
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diſappointments, or where to lay the fault, 
whether in the incapacity of his own nature, 
or the inlufficicncy of the crjoyments them- 
ſelves, +» = | 4 

In this uncertain and perplexed ſtate 
without knowledge which way to turn, or 
abuſed und deceived by the many who pretend 
thus to ſhew us any good ——Loxp! ſays the 
plalmiſt, lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. Send us ſome rays of thy grace and 
heavenly wiſdom, in this benighted fearch af- 
ter happincks, to direct us ſaſeby to it. O Gor! 
let us not wander for ever without a guide in 
this dark region, in endleſi purſuit of our mi- 
ſtaken good; but enlighten our eyes, that we 
fleep not in death open to them the com- 
forts of thy holy word and religion lift up 
the light of thy coantenance upon us—and 
make us know the joy and ſatiafaction of hing 
in the true faith and fear of Thee, which only 
cat carry u to this haven of reſt where we 
would be—that fure haven, where true joys 
are to be found, which will at length not on- 
1 — heldy the 


B 3 moſt. = 
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- The words A Fats 
the remaining part of the diſcourſe under two 
« be many that lay, who will ſhow us any 
« good” To make fome reſloctions upon the 
wards the attainment of happineſs, upon ſome 
of the moſt received plans on which tis gene+ 
rally fought. 

The examination of which will lead us up 
to the ſource, and true ſecret of all happineſa, 
ſuggeſted to us in the latter part of the verſe — 
« Lozd ! lift thou up the light of thy coun, 
c tenance upon us” That there can be no real 
alſaſtance of God's grace and Holy Spirit to 
direct our lives in the true purſuit of it. 
Leet us enquire into the Diſappointments of 
buman happineſs, on ſome of the moſt received 
r 
expecded, by the bulk of mankind. © 

There's hardly any fubjeft more exhauſted, 
or which, at one time or other, has aflprded 
: more 
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more matter for argument and declamation, 
than this one, of the inſufficiency of our enjoy- 
lomon down to our own days, who has not, 
in ſome fits of repentance or diſappointment, 
uttered ſome ſharp reſlection · upon the empti- 
neſs of human pleaſure, and of the vanity of 
vanities which diſcovers itſelf in all the purſuits 
of mortal man. Bat the miſchief has been, 
that though fo many good things have been 
faid, they have generally bad the fate to be 
conſidered either as the overflowings of diſguſt 
from ſated appetites, which could no longer 
reliſt- the pleaſures of life, or as the declama- 
tory opinions of recluſe and ſplenetic men, 
who had never taſted them at all, and, con- 
ſequently, were thought no judges of the mat- 
ter. So that tis no great wonder if the great- 
eſt part of ſuch reſlections, however juſt in 
themſelves, and founded on truth, and a know - 
ledge of the world, are found to leave little 


heated with great expectations of future hap - 
pineſ 3 and that the beſt lectures that have 
been read upon the vanity of the world, fo 

= ſeldom 
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ſeldom ſtop a man in the purſuit of the object 
ef his deſire, or give him half the convidtion 
that the poſſeſſion of it will, and what the ex- 
perience of his own life, or a careful obferva- 
tion upon the life of others, do at length er. 
nerally confirm to us all. 

Let us endeavour, then, to try the cauſe 
upon this due; and, inftead of recurring to 
the common arguments, or taking any one's 
word in the caſe, let us truſt co matter of fac; 
and if, upon enquiry, it appears that the actinns 
of mankind are not tobe accounted for upon 
any other principle, but this of the inſufficiency 
of vur enjoyments, twill go further towards 
the eſtabliſhment of the truth of this part of 
the diſcourſe, than a thouſand fpeculative argu- 
ments which might be offered upon the occaſion. 

Now, if we take a furvey ot the life of man, 
from EP mus he ts cine ws radia, to the 
lateſt decline of it in Cd age—we ſhall find 
him engaged, and generally hurried on in foch 
a ſucceſſion of different purſuits, and different 
opinions of things, through the different ſtages 
of his life—as will admit of no explication but 
this, that be finds no reſt for the ſole of u 

| et, 
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foot, on any of the plans where he bas been 
led to enpect it. 

The moment he is got looſe from tutors and 
governors, and is left to judge for himſelf, and 
purſue this ſcheme his own way his farſt 
thoughts are generally full of the mighty hap- 
pines which he is going to enter upon, from 
the free enjoyment of the pleaſures in which 
he ſees others of his age and fortune engaged, 
In conſequence of this——take notice, how 
his imagination is caught by every glittering 
appearance that flatters this expeftation. —- 
Obſerve what impreſſions are made upon dis 
ſenſes, by diverſions, muſic, dreſs and beauty 
in purſuit of them 3 that you would think he 
could never hayg enough. 

Leave him . to himſelf a few year un de 
edge of appetite is worn down—and you will 
ſcarce know him again. You will find bim en- 
tered into engagements, and ſetting up for « 
man of buſineſs and conduct, talking of no 


other happineſs but what centers in projects of 
making the moſt of this world, and providing 
for his children, and children's children after 
them. 


F 
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that the gayer pleaſures of youth, are fit oni 
for thoſe who know not how to diſpelt of 
themſelves and time to better advantage. 
appear to a man unpractiſed in them they 
were no better than a life of folly and imper- 
tinence, and fo far from anſwering your ex- 
pectations of happineſs, 'twas well if you eſca- 
ped without pain.— That in every experiment 
he had tried, he had found more bitter than 
fweet, and for the little pleaſure one could 
ſnatch—i too often left a terrible ſting behind 
i : belides, did the balance ly on the other 
fide, be would tell you, there could be no true 
ſatisfaction, where a life runs on in ſo giddy a 
circle, out of which a wiſe man ſhould extri- 
cite himſelf as foon as he can, that he may 
begin to look forwards. —'That it becomes a 
man of character and conſequence to lay aſide 
childiſh things, to take care of hisimtereſts, to 
It out of want and dependence: and, 'in's 
ward, if there is ſuch a thing a3 happineſs upon 
earth, it wuſt conſiſt in the accompliſhment of 

| this ; 
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this; and, Wr bis own part, if Gop ſhould 
proſper his endeavours, ſo as to be worth ſuch 
a ſum, or to be able to being ſuch a point to 
beur- bo ſhall be one of the bappicit of the 
fons of men. Jo full aſſurance of this, on be 
takes reſt, and cats the bread of carefulneſ ; 
til at- length, by bard 4abour and perſeve- 
rance, he has reached, if not outgone, the ob- 
ject be had firſt in vie .. When be has got 
thus far—IF be is « plain and fincere man, be 
will make no ſcruple to acknowledge truly, 
what alteration he has found in himſelf if 
you aſk him he will tell you, that his imagi- 
nation painted ſomething before his eyes, the 
reality of which be has not yet attained to: 
that with all the accumulation of his wealth, 
he neither lives the merrier, fleeps the founder, 
or has leſs care and anxiety upon his ſpirits, 
than at his firſt ſetting out. * 
Perhaps, you'll ſay, ſome dignity, bonour, 
or title only is wanting—Oh ! could I accom- 
plih that, as there would be nothing left chen 
for me to wiſh, good Gop ! how bappy ſhould 
t be? "Tia ill che ſame—the diguity or title— 
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though they crown his head with bonour 
— add not one cubit to his bappineſs. Upon 
ſumming up the accouunt, all, all is found to 
be ſeated merely in the imagination The 
faſter be has purſued, the faſter the phewtorh 
fled before him ; and, to uſe the Satyriſt's com- 
But what? though I have been thus far 
diſappointed in my expectations of happineſs 
from the poſſeſſion of riches—** Let me try, 
*< whether 1 ſhall-not meet with it, in the 
„ ſpeeding and faſhionable enjoyment of 
« them.” | 
Behold ! I will get me down, and make me 
great works, and build me houſes, and plant 
of water. And I will get me fervants and 
maidens, and whatſoever my eyes deſire, I will 
In proſecution of this be drops all gainful 
part of the world—realives—prills down — 
duilds up again.—Buys ſtatuet, piſtures— 
plants 
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Pants—and plucks up by the ee Lee 
mountains —and fills up vallies—turns rivers 
bees #ry ground, and dry ground into rivers. 
——Says anto this man, Go, arid be goeth ; 
and unto another, Do this, and he docth it 
and whatſoever his foul luſteth after af this 
kind, he with-holds not from it. When every 
thing is thus planned by bimſelf, and executed 
according to his wiſh and direction, {arcly be is 
arrived to the accompliſnment of his wiſhes, 
and has got to the ſummit of all human hap- 
pineſs? —Let the moſt fortunate adventurers 
in this way anſwer the queſtion for him, and 
ay - how often it riſes higher than a bare and 
ſimple amuſement —and well, if you cap com- 
pound for that—lince 'tis often purchaſed at p 
ſo high a price, and & ſoured by a mixture of 
other incidental vexztions, as to become too 
often a-vork of repentance, which in tha end 
him, which it did from Solomon in the like 
ee Lo! I leocked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and on the labour that I 
had laboured co do and behold all was vnni- 
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ty anf vexation of fpirit—and Gans was 99 
profit to me under the ſun. 

To inflame this account the mssen 
be no miracle if, upon caſting it up, he has 
gone farther lengths than he firſt intended 
run into expences which have entangled his 
fortune, and brought himſelf into ſuch difficul- 


ties as to make way for the laſt experiment 


he can try—and that is to turn miſer, with no 
happineſs in view but what is to riſe out of the 
little deſigns of a ſordid mind, ſet upon faving 
and ſcraping up, all be has injudiciouſly ſpent. 

In this laſt ſtage—behold him a poor trem- 
ſinking into utter contempt ; ſpending careful 
days and ſleepleſs nigtits, in purſuit of what a 
narrow and contracted heart can never enjoy: 
And let us here leave him to the convittion 
he will one day find—That there is no end 
his labour That his eyes will never be fails 
fied with riches, or will ſay— Ter whom i 


labour and bereave myſelf of reft ! I. 
alſo s fore travel. + - *_ 
Aſappointments of human life—and the n 
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ner our pleaſures and enjoyments ſlip from un- 
der us in every ſtage of our life. And though 
I would not- be thought by it, as if 1 was de- 
nying the reality of pleaſures, of diſputing the 
being of them, any more than one would the 
reality of pain—yet I-muſt obſerve on this 
head, that there is a plain diſtinctiom to be 
made betwint pleaſure and bappinefs. For 
tho' there can be no -happineſs without plea- 
ſure yet. the converſe. of the propoſition will 
not hold true We are. ſo made, that from 
the common gratifications of our appetites, 
and the impreſſions of a thouſand objefts, we 
ſnatch the one, like a tranſient gleam, without 
being ſuffered to taſte. the other, and enjoy 
2 it. This, I contend, 

is only to be. found M religion—in. the con- 
ſciouſneſs of virtue—and the ſure and certain 
hopes of a better life, which brightens all our 
proſpects, and leaves no room to dread dilap- 
pointments—becaule the expectation of it is 
built upon a rock, whoſe foundations are as 
-deep as thoſe of bea ven and hell. 

. And the' in our pilgrimage through this 
9 | C 2 world— 
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world ſome of us may be fo fortunate as to 
meet with ſome clear fountains by the way, 
that may cool, ſbr 4 tw momente, the beat 
of this great thirſt of bappi neſa et our Sov 1« 
on, who knew the world, tho” he enjoyed 
but littie of it, tells us, that whoſecter drinks 
eth of this water will thirſt again : and wo 
all find by experience it is ſo, and by reafon 
that it always muſt be ſo. 

| conclade with - ſhort obfrvaion pon 
——ͤ —— 15 

Never did the bufy brain of a tean and hec- 
tie chymiſ fearch for the philoſopher's ſtone 
with more pains and ardour than this preat 
„„ 
powers and capacities, and after a toufand 
vain ſpec ulatlons and vile experiments, be af- 
firmed, at length, it lay kid in no one thing he 
had tried—like the chymic's projefitions, all 
had ended iu firtoak, or what was wore, in va: 
of the whole matter was this—that he adviſes 
erery man who world be happy, to fear So 
13 9 Wy 

SE RMON 


S E RMO N IL 
T 1 ® 


Houſe of FEasTING, 
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Houſe of Movsx1NG, 
Deſcribed 
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& is better to go to the houſe of maurning, 
than to the houſe of feaſting— 


| HAT Ideny—but let us hear the wiſe 

- man's rraſoning upon t that in 
lay it te his brart + farrow i better than laughs 
ter ——For a crack d- brain d order of Carthu- 
ſian monks, I grant, but not for men of the 
has/Gop unde un! for the focial fweers of che 
well-wavercd vol hes Where be has platted 
or for the dry awd dnl — — 
the uncheary hours which perpetuny overtake 
us, an they not chHoagh, but we maſt folly 
forth - * 0 8 
and ſay, a2 your text would have us, that they 
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are better than thoſe of joy? did the Beſt of 
Beings ſend us into the world for this end— 
to go weeping through it, to vex add ſhorten 
a life ſhort and vexatious enough already ? do 
you think, my good preacher, that he who is 
infinitely happy, can envy us our enjoyments ?. 
or that a being ſo infinitely kind would grudge 
a mouruful traveller the flivrt reſt” and re- 
freſhments neceſſary to ſapport his ſpirits chro- 
the ſtages of a weary pilgrimage? or that he 
would call him to a ſevere reckoning, becauſe 
in his way he had haſtily ſnatched at ſome little 
fugacious pleaſures, merely to ſweeten this un- 
eaſy journey of life, and reconcile him to the 
ruggedneſs of the road, and the many hard 
juitlings he is ſure to meet with ? Conſider, I 
beſeech you, what proviſion and accommoda- 
tion, the Author of our being has prepared for 
powers and facultics he has given us for taking 
it—what apt objects he has placed in our way 
to entertain us; ſome of -which be has made 
fo fair, fo exquiſitely fitted for this end, that 
they have power over us for a time tore 


. 
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away the ſeuſo of pain, to chear up the dehedt« 
ed heart, under poverty and ſeckneſe, and make 
it go and remember its miſerics no more. 

1 will not contend, at proſent, agairiſt this 
ment, too on with the allegory, and Gy we 
are travellers, aud, in the moſt affecting ſoul 
of that idea, that like travellers, though upon 
buſineſs of the laſt and neareſt concern to us, 
may ſorely be allowed to amuſe ourſelves with 
and if we can fo order it, av not to be led out 
of the way, by the varinty of proſpetts, edi - 
fices, and ruins which ſalicit un, it would be a2 
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"Bat sees argument in 
puck of the file, . 

Let us zemember, da ar puns 
axe, —that we have — 
Jeruſalem— that. we have a place. of veſt and 
happineſe, towards which we haſten, and chat 
the way 0 get there is not ſo much to pleaſe 

85 our 
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our hearts, as to improve them in virtue j— 
that mirth and feaſting are uſually no friends 
to atchievements of this kind but that 4 fea- 
fon of afflition is in ſome ſort a ſeaſon of piety 
——not only becauſe our ſufferings are apt to 
put win mint of our fins, but that by the 
check and interruption which they give to our 
purſuits, they allow us what the burry and 
buſtle of the world too often deny ns, and 
that is, a little time for reflection, which is all 
that moſt of us want to make us wiſer and bet- 
ter men : chat at certain times it is ſo necef- 
fary a man's mind ſhould be turned towards 
itſelf, chat rather than want occaſions, be 
had better purchaſe them at the expence of his 
preſent happineſs He bad better, as the text 
expreſſes it, go to the houſe of mournilly, where 
he will meet with ſomething to ſubdue his paſ- 
frons, than to the houſe of feaſting, where the 
joy and gaiety of the place is likely to excit# 
them : That whereas the entertainmentsand 
careſſes of the one place, expoſe his heart, and 
lay it open to temptations - the ſorrows of the 
other defend it, and as naturally ut them 
om. it. So ſtrange and unaccouptublea'cree- 
ture 
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the accompliſhment of his own wiſhes : 
This is the full force of the wiſe man's de- 
daration.—But to do farther juſtice to his 


words, I will endeavour to bring the ſubject 


Aill nearer For which purpoſe, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſtop here, and take a trankent view 
of the two places here referred to,—the houſe 


of Mourning, and the bouſe of Feaſting. Give 
me leave therefore, I beſeech you, to. recall 
both of them for a moment to your imagina- 
tions, that from thence I may appeal to your 

, and upon what grounds, 


Aud here, to be as fair and candid as poſ- 
ſible in che deſcription uf this, we will not 
take it from the worſt originals, ſuch as are 
opened merely for the fale of virtue, and fo 
calcalaznd for the end, that the d coed 
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to be ſuch a ſcene of intemperance and excels, 
as the bouſe of feaſting does aten cxhibit ;— 


but let w take it from ane, as lietlc enen 
tionable as we can—where there is, or. at leaſt 
appears not hing really crimina but where 
every thing ſecms to be kept within the viſible 
bounds of moderation and ſobriety. 

Imagine then ſuch a houſe of feaſting, where, 
either by conſent or invitation, a number of 
each ſex is drawn together, for no other pur- 
poſe but the enjoyment and mutual entertain- 
ment of each other, which we will ſuppoſe 
ſhall ariſe from no other pleaſures but what 
——— 
Iutely forbid. 

Before we cnter=———let en .cxamine,. what 
mult be the ſentiments of each individual pro- 
vious to his arrival, and we ſhall find, thet 
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agree in this——that as he is going to & houſe 
dedicated to joy and mirth, it was fit be ſhould 
diveſt himſeli of whatever was likely to con- 
tradict that intention, or be inconſiſtent with 
it—— That, for this purpoſe, be had left bis 
cares—his ſerious thoughts und his moral 
reflections behind Way and was come-forth 
— nb Soha wh Bhs 
moted the intended mirth- and jollity of the 
place. Wich- thir preparation of mind, which 
is as little as nn be ſuppoſed, fince it will a+ 
mount to no more Chan a defire in each to ren · 
der himſelf an acceptabie gueſt, let us con- 
ceive them entering into the houſe of Feaſting, 
with hearts fot looſe from grave reftraints, and 
open to the expectatiom of receiving pleaſure. 
It is not neceſlary, as I premiſed; to (bring in 
an excels in the gratification of the appetites 
a ſhalt ferment the blood and ſet the deſires 
in a flame: —Let us admit no more of it, there- 
fore, chan will gently fiir them, and fit them 
for ti inpreſſiaas wich fo benevolent a com- 
1 In this diſpoſi- 

22 | tion, 
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eon, nd me, they wre got ©- 
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dalires go——and nv farther ? or will tie 
no thought nor purpoſe ſhall aziſe thore, which 
he would have concealed ? -In thok looſe and 
unguardod moments the imagination is not al- 
fieftion, it will forceably carry him ſometimes 
whither be would net—like the unclean ſpirit, 
in the parent's fad. defaription of his child's. 
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cuſtom to. ſuch encounters, learn gradually to 
minds of many are not fo ſuſceptible of warm 
unpreſhons, or ſo badly fortified againſt them, 
that pleaſure ſhould eafily corrupt or foften 
them that it would be hard to ſuppoſe, of 
the great multitudes which daily throng and 
preis into this bouſe of Feaſting, but that num- 
bers come out of it again, with all the inno- 
cence with which they entered ;—and that if 
both ſexes are included in the computation, 
what fair examples ſhall we fee of many of fo 
pure and chaſte a turn of mind—that the houſe 
of feaſting, with all its charms and tempta- 
tions, was never able to excite a thoaghe; ot 
awaken an inclination, which virtue need to 
ſhould ſay otherwiſe: no doubt, numbers of 
all ages eſcape unhurt, and get off thisdanges 
rous ſea without ſhipwreck. Yet, are they not. 
to be reckoned amongſt the more. fortunate 
adventurers ?—and though one would not ab- 
ſolutely prohibit the attempt, or be ſo cynical 
Eb iy, a as 
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there are fo many, 1 pp, who cannot well 
tion in life unaveidably force them upon it— 
yet we may be allowed to deſcribe this fair aud 
ſpeficd dangers of it, and warn the mnwary 
pallenger, where they lye. We may ſhew hin 
what bazards his youth and inexperience will 
and how anch wiſer and better it would be 
[as is implied in the text] to ſeek occaſions ra- 
ther to improve his little Rock of virtue than 
incautioally expoſe it to fo unequal a chance, 
where the beſt he can hope i to return ſaſe 
with what treaſure he carried out- but where, 
probably, he may be fo unfortunate a5 to loſe. 
it all—be loſt bimflf, and undone for ever. 


'Thuoniuch for the houſe of Feaſting; which, 


by the way, though generally open at other 
times of the year throughout the world, is ſup- 
poſed, in Chriſtian countries, now every where 
have been more full in my cautions againſt it, 


— 
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Here, then, We gay 
frene ; and ſuffer me to take you with me for a 
moment to one much ſitter for your meditation. 
Let us go into the houſe of Mourning, made fo- 
by ſuch afflictions as have been brought in, mere- 
ly by the common croſs accidents-and diſaſters 
to which our condition is expoſed, —where, 
perhaps, the aged parents fit broken-hearted, 
picrced to their ſouls with the folly and indi- 
ſcretion of a thankleſs chid—the child of their 


prayers, in whom all chr bepes and caps 
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could have prevented O Gop |. look upon 
his affliftions —Bchold bim diſtracted with ma- 
ny ſorrows, ſurrounded with the tender pledges 
of his love, and the partner of his cares—with- 
out bread to give them, —unable, from the re- 
— nd — 
aſhamed. 

— 
ſuch as this—it is impeſſible to inſult the un- 
fortunate even with an improper look. Un- 
der whatever levity and diſſipation of heart 
ſuch objects catch our eyes, they catch 
likewiſe our attentions, ——collet and call 
home our ſcattered thoughts, and exerciſe them 
with wiſdom. A tranſient ſcene of diſtreſs, 
ſach as is bere ſketched, how ſoon does it fur- 
niſh materials to ſet the mind at work? bow 
neceſſarily does it engage it to the conlidera- 
tion of the miſeries and misfortunes, the dan- 
gers and calamities to which the life of man is 
{abjet. By holding up ſuch a glaſs before it, it 
forces the mind to fee and reflec upon the va- 
tenure, of every ting a th wot. [Frum 
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40 the thoughts carry w farther! —and N 
world we live tn, and what evi befalt us in 
it, how naturally do they ſet us to took for. 
wards at what poffibly we ſhall be! or 
what kind of world we ure intended —what 
evils may befall us there and what proviſon 
we ſhould — ——_—____——____ 


have time and opportunity. 
If cheſs leſſens ave Is infopareble From the 


we take a view of the place in that more af- 
feRing light to which the wile man ſeems to 
confine it in the text ; in which, by the houſe 
of Mourning, I believe, he means that particu- 
hy Gn eFEnon T—ͤ 
and mourning for the dead. 

Turn in hither, I boſeech you, for. a avo- 
ment. Behold a dead man ready to by car- 
nod out, the only ſon of his mother, and the a 
widow. Perhaps a more affeding GtQtarie— 
4 kind and indulgent father of « mamerou fa- 
mily, lyes breathleſſuatched away in the 
Rrength of tis ags—torn i an chil hou wm 
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other. 
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warmed owes 
wile. - 

ahdheantens edtodnatas 
together to mix their tears, with ſattled ſor- 
row in their looks, goipg heavily along to the 
houſe of Mourning, to perform that laſt me- 
lancholy office, which, when the debt of na- 
ture is paid, we are called upon to pay each 


If this ſad occaſion which leads bim there, 
has not done it already, take notice, to what 
a ſerious and deyvut frame of mind every man 
is reduced, the moment he enters this gate of 
which in the houſe of Mirth were wont to 
tranſport him from one diverting object to a- 
nother—ſce how they are fallen i. how peace - 
ably they are laid! in this gloomy manſion, 
full of ſhades and uacamfortable damps, to 
ſcize the foul—ſee, the light and eaſy heart, 
which never knew what it was to think be- 
fore, how penſive it is now, how foft, how ſu- 
ſceptible, how full of religious impreſſions, 
how deeply it is ſmitten with a ſenſe, and with 
a love of virtue. Could we, in this criſs, whilſt 
| this 


SS ER NON IK 


this empire of rea and religiva laſts, and 
the heart is thus exerciſed with wiſdom, and 
buſted with heavenly comtemplatives — could | 
we foe it bun I of all its 
paſſzons, unſpotted by the wortd, and regard- 
len of its pleaſures—we maght then ſaſely reft 
our cauſe upon this finglo evidence, and ap- 
peal to the moſt ſraſual, whether Salomon has 
not made a juſt determination here, in favour 
of the houſe of Mourning !——not for its own 
fake, but as it is fruitful in virtue, and beromes 
the occafine of fo mack good. Without this 
end, forrow, 1 own, has no uſe, but to ſhorten 
a man's days—nor can gravity, with all its 
ſtudied folemaity of loak and carriage, ferve 
any end but to make one half of the world 
of bis marcy bleG you. {aen. 


S E R M © N IL 


PHILANTROPY 
Recommended. 


* * a. 


1 u x. 36, 5h: 


h three; think thou, was 
thieves Au he ſaid, He that fbewed 
mercy on him. Then faid Jeſus unto bim, 
, and do thou likewiſe. 


verſes of this chapter, the 
r 
Rood up and tempted Js 5Us, ſaying, Ma- 
ſter, what ſhall 1 do to inherit eternal life !— 
To which enquiry, our SavioUz, as his man- 
ner was, when any enſnaring queſtion was put 
to him, which he: ſaw, proceeded more from 
ph ——— 2 | 
getting information inſtead 
En os 
ms mai — 
. queſtion 
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queſtion upon the man who aſked it, and un- 
avoidably puts him upon the neceſlity of an- 
fwering himſelf: —and as, in the preſent caſe, 
the particular profeſſion of the enquirer, and 
his ſuppoſed general knowledge of all other 
branches of learning, left no room to ſuſpect 
he could be ignorant-of the true anſwer to his 
queſtion, and eſpecially of what ry one 
knew was ddlivered upon that head by their 
great Legiſlator, our Sav1o us, therefore, re- 
fers him to his own memory of what he had 
found there in the courſe of his ſtudies. — 
"What is written in the law ; how readeſt thou ? 
upon which the etquirer, reciting the gene- 
ral heads of our duty to Go will Man, fr de- 

lirered in the 18th of Leviticus, und the 6th 


of Deuteronomy, namely b we 
ſhould wor ſhip the Lord cr God with all ver 
hearts, and love our neightonr as cxrſtivey; 


our blefſed Saviov tells him, be uad enfwer- 
ed 


and if he followed that lefibn; he 
could not fail of the bleſſing be emed de- 
wen to inherit —Thiv &, te But Hos. 

But be, as the context tells us, Wg to 
—  .___ 


* 
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more credit in the conference, or hoping, | 
hapy co fanedeke partelend — 
tion of the word =cighbowr as would ſuit his 
own principles, and juſtify ome particular op- 
preſſions of his own, or thoſe of which his whole 
order lay under an unto Ja- 
50s, in the-2gth verſe— And whe is my acigh. 
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coming where be was, by an ad of greet 
goodneſs and compulſion, not only relieved 
him at preſent, but took him under Hh protec- 
tion, and . 
fafety. Yo Any ny me, 1 64.4 1 I 
On the cloſe of which cagagiay necdutt.— 
our Sav1oUR appeals to the man's own heart 
io the firſt verſe of the text Mich mw of 
theſe three, thinkeftthow, was neighbour unte him 
that fell mom the thieves ? und ſiſleadt of 
drawing the inferemce himfelf, leaves Mm to 
decide in favour of © noble a prindipte d evi- 
dently founded in mercy. The lawyer, 
ſtruck with the truth and juſtice of the des- 


with ſoch refletions: as wit iſe from It ud 
conchude, as our Saviour has done, whh the 
TY #- %e Game 
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A certain man, Joo, 
— wo - There 
=> he half dead. wo 
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bre Frm mh | « — 
2 2 mere * 
— fault or indifiration 
— 9 
Os: reflection that 
ler. ae | 
— from a certain generoſity tenderneſs 
tener. 


which diſpoſes ab- 
— > oy 
conſiderations of felt: 1 
of nature ** 
from 
{tracted 


without obſervable act of the will, we 
ao ev ane hg weight 
__ mA 
= d — 
—— complicated with many 
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of miſery, the mind is then taken captive at 
once, and, were it inclined to it, has no power 
to make reſiſtance, but ſurrenders itſelf to all 
the tender emotions of pity and deep concern. 
So that when ene conſiders this friendly part 
vf our nature, without Jooking farther, one 
would think it impoſſible for man to look ups 
on miſery without finding himſelf, in ſome 
meaſure, attached to the intereſt of him who 
ſuffers it.—I fay, one would think it impoſ- 
ſible — for there are ſome tempers—how ſhall I 
deſcribe them formed either gf ſuch impe- 
netrable matter, or wrought up by habitual 
ſelſiſhneſ to ſuch an utter inſenſibility of what 
becomes of the fortunes of their fellow crea- 
fame nature, or had no lot or commexion at 
all with the fpecies. 

Of this character our sen bandes 
two diſgraceful inſtances, in the behaviour of a 
prieſt and a Levite,' whom in this account be 
repreſents as coming to the place where the 
either ſtretching forth a hand to aſſuſt, or ut» 
tering a word to comfort him in his diſtreks, . - 

| And 
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An by chince there came down a certain 
ä ů — — A 
a man, whoſe head might be thought full of 
the one, ſhould have a heart void of the other ! 
thouph in theory ont would ſcarce ſuſpect that 
difregard to ſo main a part of it, could ever 
ER AEGEAN ES 
vo fictitious character. 
nee e es 
behold a fordid wretth, whoſe {trait heart is 
open to no man's alfflition, taking ſhelter be- 
hind an appearance of piety, and putting on 
the garb of religion, which none but the mer- 
ciful and compaſſionate have a title to wear. 
Take notice with what ſandtity he pors, to the 
end of His days, in che fame ffh tract in 
hich he at firſt fet out turning neither to 
the right hand nor to rhe left but plods on 
———pores all his life long upon the ground, 
as if_afrald to look up, left peradventure be 
ſhould feei anght which might turn him one 
— EEIERS” 
reſt 


ture of an unmerciſul man, to render the cha- 
racter utterly odious, and that our SaVIOUR 
gives it in the following inſtance be relates up- 
on it. Aud likewiſe, fays he, « Leite, when he 


wa: at the place, come n lavked at him. It 
was not « tranſient overſight, the haſty or ill- 
adviſed neglect of an unconſidering bumour, 
with which the beſt diſpoſed are ſometimes 
overtaken, and led on beyond the point where 
otherwiſe they would have wiſhed to ftop.— 
No!—on the contrary; it had all the aggrava- 
tion of a deliberate act of inſenſibility, proceed- 
ing from a hard heart. When be was at the 
and nature to have awoke—ſaw the imminent 


J 
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of his tondien. 7 TOE . 5 4 

In all unmercifal-aftioni, the worſt of men 
pay this compliment, at ledſt, to humanity, as 
to endeavour to wear as Much of. the appear- 
ance of it as the caſe, wth well let them 
ſo that in the haindeſt act a man ſhall be guil- 
ty of, le has ſome-motives, tre or falſe, al- 
or the world, and; GOD knows; too often to 
impoſe both upon the one and the other. And 
therefore:it would be no hard matter bere to 
riveaiprefbilble guest at what paſſed: in che 


was it neceiliry, by: what kind: of caſuiltry he 
ſetticd the matter wich his conſcience as be 
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that one cannot eaſily be too copious in reſlec- 
tions upon it And behold, fays our Savi- 
OUR, & certain Samaritan, as be journeyed, 
came where be was; and when he faw bim, be 
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine 
— ſet him upon his awn beaft, brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him. I fappoſe it will 
be ſcarce neceſſary here to remind you, that the 
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans — 
an old religious grudge——the worſt of all 
grudges ! had wrought ſuch a diſlike between 
both people, that they held themſelves mutu- 
ally diſcharged not only from all offices of 
frievdſhip and kindneſs, but even. from this 
maſt common acts of courtely and good: man- 
ners. This operated fo rongly in our av 
oUn's time, that the woman of Sam D 
ed aſtoniſhed that be, being a Jew, ſhould aft 
water of her who was a Samaritan : — 0 that, 
with ſuch a prepaſſeſſion, however diſtreſaful 
the caſc of the unſorumate man was, and how 
reaſonably ſoever he might plcad for pity from 


tion to be looked for from fo unpromiling « 
2 2 quarter. 
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quarter. after I have been twice paſſed 
— neplelted by men of my own nation axd re- 
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bewnd'by fo many tice te =, left 
— nnpitied doth by exprich.cnd 
a Levite, men whoſe profeſſion and ſuperior d- 
vantages of knowledge could not leave them in 
the dark in what manner they hn tiſtharge 
—what hopes? what expebiations from a paſſen- 
ger, wet only  firanger,—but a Samaritan, ro- 
lcaſed from all obligations to me, and by a na- 
tional diſlile, inflamed by mutual ill offices, now 
made my e, and more likely te rejoice at 
the evils which have fallen upon me, than to 
fretch forth-a hand 20 ſave me from them? 

Nu uo unnatural ſoliloquy to imagine; but 
the ations of generous and compaſſionate tem- 
pers baffle all little reaſonings about them. — 
True charity, in the apoltic's deſcription, as it 
is kind, and is not cafily provoked, fo it mani- 
feſted this character bere ;—for we ſind, when 
he came where he was, and bebeld his diſtreſs, 
oll the unfriendly paſſions, which at another 
time might bave roſe within him, now utterly 
6 


tunes 
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was ſcarce concerned, and that the mind was 
altogether paſſive in the ſympathy , which ber 
den goodnchs has excited. The truth is,— 
the ſoul. is generally in ſuch caſes ſo buſily ta- 
ken up, and wholly cagraſled dy the abje& of 
pity, that ſhe does not attend to ber awn ope- 
rations, or take jriſure to examine the prin- 
ciples upon which ſhe ad. So that the Samg- 
zitan, though the moment be ſaw him þe had 
compaſſion ot him, yet ſudden as the emption 
is repreſented, you are pot to imagine that it 
was mechanical, but that there was a ſettled 
principle of humanity and gobdneſi which ope- 
rated within him, and influenced not only the 
fuftimpute of Erde, but the coptqgatios 
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of it chroughont the reſt of ſo 

_— — a 
DD 
—— paſſes within it on ſuch occufotm, 1 
—— 
count of wint was likeby to pain his, and in 
ö 
ts we — — „ 

approached the I 
— — — ogg 
no doubt ſome ſuch train of refleftions as this 
wertdethin ie aj. ® Gant Goo? ehit 
* CN of miſery do I behold—a man 
ſtripped of his raiment —wotinded lying 

e Janguiſhing before me upon the ground, 
r him in his laſt agouics, ot 
—— 

* — 

| we ſtand to each 

— — — Hrnccoctonne 
zan RE WS 
to the ſame evils Let 
* with him for a mo- 


«of my e, by peſſing by #=dlexring 
< them unpitied ? —But 1 am n firanger to the 
< matt ;—be it 6, but 1 am wo ſtranger to 
© bis condition———minfortuncs are of wo par- 
« ticular tribe or nation; but belong to us all, 
„and have a general cluim upon us, withorft 
© diſtinttion of climate, comtry, or weligivn. 
« Beſides, though Tom a firanger=—ti no 
« fanlktwf his that I do not know tum, and 
< therefore unequitable he ſhould ſuſſer by N: 
Had 1 known him, poſſibly T ſhould 
have had cauſe to love and pity him the more 
< ——for e Tknow, be i Tome one of 
4 uncommon merit, whoſe life is rendered fill 
© mote precious, ac the Nes and happinets of 
< others may beinvelved in it: perhaps at this 
< inſtant that he lyes hore forſiken, in all this 

| 2 whole virtuous family is joyfally 
looking for his return, and affectionately 
ns : « counting 
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* counting the hours of bis delay... Ob did 
know what evil hath befallen bin — 
9 ——— 
« me ble een thoſe tender uffi- 
< ces of binding up his wounds, and carrying 
Ep mus my — hr gy 
< comes too late, I ſhall comfort him at 
< in his laſt brand, if I can do nothing 
l — — the good 
Samaritan was influenced by ſome ſuch thoughts 
as theſe, from the uncomman generality of bis 
behaviour, which is repreſented by _ 
QUz operating like the warm ral of 4 
AN ho eats toon 
care af a parent, who was pot ſatighed 
taking him under his protection, and ſupplying 
his preſent wants, but in * 
— 2 
be ſhould Bene, 


to 
"Think t . 
prove bow and deeply the _ 


Ae Fa aa n the 


2 | w7 
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heart of man, than in the pleaſure we tue in 
tuch repreſentations of it: and though ſome” 
men have repreſented human nature in ocher 
colours, {though to what end I know not), 
——— 
that from the general £6 pity che 
nofortunate, we expreſs that by the 
word humanity, as if it was inſeparable from 
our nature. That it ks not inſeparable, Thave 
allowed in the former part of this diſcourſe, 
from ſome reproachful inftances of Slhſh tem- 
peri, which ſeem to take part in nothing be- 
youd themſelves; yet I am perſuaded, and af. 
firm "tis Mll fo great and noble a part of our 
nature, that a man muſt do great ohne, to' 
himſelf, and fulfil many a-palafutf confi; 
before the has Uroight — 
Aſpofition. 

rn obſerveable in the foregoing account, 
chat when the prieft came to the place whete 
be was, he pafſcd by on the other fide —He 
might have paſſed by, you'll fay, witbout turn- 
ing afide.—No, there is a ſecret hame which 
atterids every att of inbumanity not to be con- 
quered in the hardeſt natures; & that, as Ii 
other 
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ed in this diſcourſe; and ſhould -procted to 
the ſecond, which fo naturally ſalls from-it, of 
exhorting you, as our Savaoue did the Jaw- 
yer upon itz 1 go and. d So fokrmie bet I 
ſtory irfvlf, that I ind I have inſenſibly incor- 
porated into them almoſt all that I ſhould have 
faid here in recommending. ſo amiable an ex- 
3e an- 
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the day of judgment, does it in ſack a manner, - 
a H che grent enquiry then, was to relate 
principally to this one virtue of con- 
and as if our final ſentence at that folemnity 
was to be pronounced exaltly according to 
the degrees of it < I was a-tungred, and ye 
„ gave me meat—thirſty, and ye gave mo 
< atrink—naked, and ye. ciddthed I was. 
« fick, and ye viſited mein priſen, and ye. 
ame unt me. Not that we arc to imja- 
gine from thence, as if any other good or evil 
action ſhould then be overlooked by the eye of 
the All-ſecing Judge; but barely to intimate, 
to us, that a charitable and benevolent diſpo-. 
fition is ſo principal and ruling a part uf a 
man's character, az to bea confiderable teſt by 
itſelf of the whole frame and temper of his 
ceflarily be connected. Tell me, therefore, of 
a compaſſionate man, you. reprelent to me a 
man of a thoulandother good qualities on 
whom I cin depend ———wbom I may fafcly. 
uſt with my wiſe——my children, my for- 
tune and reputation; Tu for d, as. the 
2 * apoſtle 
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apoſtle argues from the ſame principle that 
< he will not commit adultery - that he will 
< not kill—that be will not ſteal— that he 
* will not bear falſe wine. That is, the. 
ſorrows which are ſtirred up in mens hearts by 
ſuch treſpaſſes are fo tenderly felt by a com» 
paſſionate man, that it is not. in his power or 
his nature to commit them. 

So that well might he conclude, that cha- 
rity, by which he means, the love to your.. 
neighbour, was the end of the commandment, 
and that whoſoever fulfilled it, had fulfilled. 
the law. 


SERMON 
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HERE i an diftorical pallage in Garip 

ture, which gives a more remarkable 

_ inftance of the deccitfulpes af the 

heart of man to iticlf, and of bow little we 
truly know of ourſelves, than this, wherein 
David is conviced out of his own manch, and 
is led by the prophet to candemu and pro- 
Bounce a ſevere judgment zpon anather, for an 
at of injuſtice which he bad paſſed over in 
bimſelf, and poſkbly .xoconciled to his own 
think, could be no very difficult leflon ;—fot 
elf, and the tree difpakition of his own beart ? 
If a man thinks at all, be cannot be « firanger 
to what paſſes there he muſt be conſcious of 
his 
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his own thoughts and deſires, he muſt remem- 
ber his paſt purſuits, and the true ſprings and 
metives which in general have directed the ac- 
| tions "of his fife: be may hang out falſe. co- 
lours and deceive the world ; but how can a 
man ? Phat a man nis evi- 
dent, becauſe be daily does fo.—Scripture tell 
m, and gives us many hiſtorical proofs of it, 
beſides this to which the text refers, —** that 
4c the heart of man is treacherous to itſelf, 
< and deceitful above all things ;* and expe- 
world, confirmsthe truth uf this ſeeming pura 
dox, That tho' man is the only cxeatureen- 
<< dowed with reflection, and conſequently 
7 URN of himſelf —yet 
2 it happens, chat be generally knows the 
< leaſt—and with all the power which Gop 
*< has given bim of turning bis eyes inward 
upon himſelf, and taking notice of theichain 
of his own thoughts and deſwes——yet,'in 
« fact, is generally fo inattentive, but alway: 
e {o- partial an obſerver of unt pulſe, chat 
he is as much, nay often, a much greater 
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ſtranger to his own diſpoſition and true 
character, than all the world beides. 

By what means he is bronght under ſo ma- 
nifeſt a delufion, aud how he fuffers himſelf to 
be ſo groſſy impoſed upon in a pvint which he 
is capable of knowing © much better than 
others, is not hard to give an account of, nor 
fon and miſleading him. We are deceived in 
judging of ourſelves, juſt as we are in judging 
of other things, when our paſſions and incli- 
nations are called in as counſellors, and we 
ſuffer ourſelves to ſee and reaſon juſt fo far, and 
no farther than they give us leave. How hard 
do we find it to paſ an cquitable and found 
judgment in a matter where our intereſt is 
deeply cancerned!—and oven where there is 
the remoteſt conſaderations of ſelf connected 
does it hang upon our minds, and how difficult 
is it to diſengage our judgments entirely from 
it? wich what reluſtance are we brought to 
think evil of a friend whom we have long 

to 
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ſo early conceived the higheſt opinion and o- 
ſteem, and with whoſe merit be has all-along, 


no doubt, found ſo much reaſon to be con- 
tented. It is not an eafy matter to be ſevere, 
where there is ſuch an impulſe to be kind, or 
40 efface at once all the tender impreſſions in 
favour of fo old à friend, which diſabled us 
from thinking of him as be is, and fſeemg him 
in the light, * in 2222 


' Bo that — knowledge of 
one's clf may appear at firit ſight, it is other- 
wiſe when we come to examine; fince not 


practice, but in ſpeculation and 
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tiwory, we find it one of the hardeſt and moſt 
painful lefſons. Some of the carlieft inſtructors 
of mankind, no doubt, foand it o too, and 
for that reafon, ſoon faw the neceſſity of lay- 
ing ſuch a ſtreſs upon this great precept of ſeif- 
knowledge, which, for its excellent wiſdom 
and uſefulneſs, many of them ſuppoſed to be a 
divine direction; that it came down from 
Heaven, and comprebended the whole circle 
both of the knowledge and the duty of man. 
And indeed their zeal might eaſily be allowed 
in ſo high an encomium upon the attainment 
of a virtue, the want of which fo often baffled 
their inſtructiona, and rendered their endea - 
vours of reforming the heart vain and uſclcfs. 
For who could think of a reformation of the 
faults within him, who knew not where they 
lay, or could fet about correcting, till he had 
— ta a 
red it? 

. agile chengs aca eifcr 00+ 
commended by pubſic inſtruftors, than ſhewn 
how to be put in praftice; and therefore 
others, who equally ſought the reformation of 
— 2 2 which 

G 2 led 
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led to it was guarded on all fides by ſalf love, 
and conſequently very difficult to open acceſs, 
ſoon found out that a different and more art- 
ful - courſe was requiſite; as they had not 
ſtrength to remove this flattering paſſian which 
ſtood in their way, and blocked up all the paſ- 
fages to the heart, they endeavoured by ſtrata - 
gem to get beyond it, and, by a ſkilful addreſs, 
if poſſible, to deceive it. "This gave riſe to 
the early manner of conveying their inftruc. 


tions, in parables, fables, and fuch ſort of in- 


not conquer this principle of ſelf · love, yet of- 
ten laid it aſleep, or at leaſt over-reached it 
TTP 
be procured. 1 
. fans aaaitens 
great maſter in this way of addreſs. David had 


greatly diſpleaſed Gow, by two grievous fins 


which he had committed, and the prophet's 
commilſhon was to go and bring him to a c- 
vidioa of them, and touch his heart with a 
— — ASRINDAI ADSI 

honous and life of Uriah. i 2 
| The hap man ker, tat wa ay ane 
ca 
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been ſo quck- ſighted u diſcerning the nature 
of the injury more ready tohave redreſſod 
it, or who would have ſelt more compaſſion 
for the party who had fuſfered it, than he. 

Inſtead, therefore, of declaring the real in- 
tention of his errand, by a dect accuſation 
and reproof for the crimes he had committed ; 
he comes to bim with a ſictitiom complaint of 
a cruel act of injuſtice done by another, and 
accordingly he frames a caſe, not fo parallel 
to David's as he ſuppoſed would awaken his 
fuſpicion, and prevent a patient and candid 
bearing, and yet not ſo void of reſemblance in 
the main circumſtances, as to fail of ſtriking 
bim, when ſhewn in a proper ght. 


 - And Nathan came and faid ato him, 


There were two men in one city, the one 
rich and the other poor—the rich inan had 
<« exceeding many flocks and herds, but the 
« poor man had nothing, ſave one little ewe 
« lamb, which be had bought and nouriſhed up 
« —and it grew up together wich him and 
« with his: children—it did cat of bis own 
* — i G 3 « meat, 
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< meat, and drank of bis own cup, and Jay in 
his boſorn, and was unto him as a daughtes 
< —and there came a traveller unto the rich 
“man, and he ſpared to take of bis own flock 
< and of his own herd, to dre for the way+ 
« faring man that was come unto him, but 
< took the poor man's lamb, and drefied it.for 
< the man that was come unto him.” 

The caſe was drawn up with great judgment 
and beauty, the ſeveral minute circumſtances 
and fo ſtrengly urged, that it would have been 
impoſſible for any man, with a previous ſenſo 
of guilt upon his mind, to have defended him 
ſelf from ſome. degree of remorſe, which it 
muſt naturally have excited. 

The tory, though it poke only of the injax 
ſtice and oppreſſive. act of another man, — 
yet it pointed to what he bad lately done him- 
ſelf, with all the circumſtances of its aggreve- 
tion aud withal, the whole was fo tenderly 
 _addrefſedto the heart and paſſiona, as to kindle, 
at once, the utmoſt horror and indignation. 
And fo it did, but not againſt the proper 
perſon, In bis tranſport be forgq; het, 
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man,——and he ſaid unto Nathan, As the 
Lon lizeth, the man that hath done this 
% thing, ſhall ſurely die, and he- ſhall reſtore. 
the lamb fourfold, becauſe he did this thing, 
« and becauſe he had no pity.” 

It can free be doubted here, but that Da- 
vid's anger was real, and that he was what be 
appeared to be, greatly provaked and cxafpe- 
rated againſt the offender : and, indeed, his 
ſentence againſt him proves be was Jo above 
meaſare, For, to puniſh the man with death, 
and oblige him to reſtore fourfold beſides, was 
highly unequitable, and nat. only diſpropor- 
tioned to the offence, but far above. the. utmoſt 
rigour and ſeverity of the law, which allowed 
a much ſofter atonement, requiring, in ſuch a 
caſe, no more than an ample reſtitution and 
recompence in kind. Tbe judgment, how 
eyer, ſeems to have beag truly ſincere and well- 
meant, and beſpoke rather the honeſt raſhack 
of an unſuſpicious judge, chan the cool deter- 
mination of a conſcious and guilty man, who 
c 
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I tie notice ef this particular, becnuſe it 
; this iuſtance of ſelf deceit, which is the 
fubjet of the difeourſe, in the ſtrongeſt light, 
and fully demonſtrates the truth of a fact in 
mong ourſelves, namely, that a man may be 
guilty of very bad and diſhoneſt actions, and 
yet reflect ſo little, or fo partially, upon what 
he has done, as to keep his conſcience free, not 
cions that he is the man which in truth he is, 
David's is no uncommon caſe ve ſeo ſome 
one or other perpetually copying this bad ori- 
gina), fitting in judgment upon himſelf, —— 
"hearing his own cauſe, and not knowing what 
he is doing ; haſty in paſſing ſentence, and even 
executing it too with wrath upon the perſon 
of another, when, in the language of the pro- 
— — ͤ— 


art the man. 


Of the many revengefut, 0 


and ill-natured perſons which we complain of 
in tho world, though we all join in the cry - 
| gainſt 


* 
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gainſt them, what man amongſt us ſingles out 


himſelf as a criminal, or ever ance takes it in- 
to his head that he adds to the number ? —or 
where is there a man fo bad, who would not 
think it the hardeſt and moſt unfair imputa- 


tion N 
to his charge? 160 * 

If he has 2 —— n 
on him, which he would pronounce infallible 
in another, they are indications of no fuch ma- 
lady in himſelf — He fees, what ne one elſe fees, 
ſome ſecret and flattering circumſtances in his 
favour, which no doubt make a wide difference 
betwixt his caſe and the parties which he con- 
demns. | 

What other man ſpeaks ſo often and vehe- 
mently againſt the vice of pride, ſets the weak- 
nels of it in a moreodious light, or is more hurt 
with it in another, than the proud man him- 
elf? It is the fame with the paſſionate, the 
deſigning, the ambitious, and ſome other com- 
mon characters in life; and being a conle- 
quence of the nature of ſuch vices, and almoſt 
inſeparable from them, the effects of it are ge- 
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does not forbid, tis pleaſant to obſerve and 
and windings of the heart, and detect it thro* 
all theſhapes and appearances which it puts on. 
Next to theſe inftunces of ſelf-deceit, and 
racer, which appears in not ſeeing that in our- 
ſelves which ſhocks us in another man; there 
is another ſpecies ſtill more dangerous and de- 
luſive, and which the more guarded perpetual- 
ly fall into from the judgments they make of 
different vices, according to their ape and com- 
— — antones 
paſſions and defires. 

To concke tits, letang men tenk inwith 
own heart, and obſerve in how different a de- 
gree of deteftation numbers of actions ſtand 
there, though equally bad and vicious in them- 
ſelves: he will Gon find that ſuch of them as 
ſtrong inclination or cuſtom has prompted him 
to commit, are generally dreſſed out and 
painted with all the falſe beauties which a ſoft 
and flattering band can give them; and that 
the others, to which he feels no propenſity, ap- 
pear nt once naked and deformed, ſurrounded 
with 
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with all the true A their folly 
and diſhonour. 

When David farprized Saul ſleeping in the 
cave, and cut off the fkirt of his robe, we read, 
his heart ſmote him for what he had done 
ſtrange, it ſmote bim not in this matter of 
Uriah, where it had ſo much ſtronger reaſon to 
take the alarm A whole year had almoſt 
paſſed from the firſt commiſſion of this inju- 
ſtice, to the time the prophet was ſent to re» 
prove him ;—and we read not once of any re- 
morſe or compunction of heart for what be had 
done: and it is not to be doubted, had the 
fame prophet met him when he was returning 
up out of the cave, —and told bim, that, 
ſcrupulous and conſcientious as he then ſeemed, 
and thought himſcif to be, that be was deceiv- 
ing himſelf, and was capable of committing the 
fouleſt and moſt diſhonourable actions; 
that he ſhould one day murder a faithful and 
n valiant ſervant, whom he ought in juſtice to 
have loved and honoured; —that he ſhould 
without pity firſt wound him in the tendereſt 
part, by taking away his deareſt poſſeſſion, — 
and then unmercifully and treacherouſly roh 
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ſpirit, foretold to David that he was capable of 
cha, and that he uu one day actually do it, 
and from no other motive but the momen- 
tary gratification of a baſe and unworthy ꝓaſ- 
fron, be would have received the prediction 
with horror, and faid, poſſibly, with Hazael 
upon juſt ſuch another occaſion, and with the 
{ame ignorance of himſelf, —I hat ? is thy fer- 
vant a deg that he ſhould do this great thing * 
And yet, in all likelibood, at that very time 
there wanted nothing but the ſame degree of 
temptation, and the ſame opportunity, to in- 
duce him to the fan which pane hrs 
came him. 

Thus the <dſe Ramds with us . When 
the pallions re warmed, and the fin which 
preſents ĩtielf exactly tallies to the deſire, ob- 
ſerve how impetuouſly a man will raſh intoit, 
and act againſt all principles of honour, zaſtice, 
and mercy. — Talk to him tbe moment after 
upon the nature af another vice to which he 
is not addicted, and from which, perhaps, his 
age, his temper, or rank in life ſecure him; 
take notice, bow well be reaſons, — with what 
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got ſuch drep root in our neee by che time 
we are ceme to years of underſtanding and re- 
fiction, chat it requires all we have got to de- 
tend ourlglves from cheir etch. N 
Walti: H To 
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As make the caſe ſtill worle an our fidey, c 
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ratice of che cat: for in the influmces of AF. 
deceit, though the head is fick, and the whote 
we know and learn, 
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find the fruits of it will more than recompenſe 
his time and labour. He will fee ſeveral irre- 
which be never was aware of ;—he will diſco- 
ver in his progreſs many ſecret turns and wind- 
ings in his heart to which he was a ſtranger, 
which now gradually open and diſcloſe them- 
ſelves to him upon a nearer view ; in theſe la- 
byrinths he will trace out ſoch hidden ſprings 
and motives for many of his moſt applauded 
actions, as will make him rather forry, and. 
In a word, be will underſtand is errors, 
and then fee the neceſſity, with David, of im- 
ploring God to cleanſe him from his fecret 
to ſay, with this great man after his convic- 
tion Try me, O Gop! and feek the 
ground of my heart, —prove me and exa- 
< mine my thoughts, —look well if there be 
« any way of wickedneſs in me, and lead me 
in the way everlaſting.” 

Now to God the Father, &c, &c. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
HIS Sermon, vith the 
following Dedicatiop 
©o the Lord — of Car- 
lie, then Dean of Tori, was 
Printed fode Tears ago, but 
vas read by very few; 1 it is 
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1 eser 

ſcribe this diſcaurſe to you, 
in teſtimony of. the great reſpect 
whach. I cure to your character 
in general; und from à ſenſe of 
what is due to it in particular 
from overy member of the eburch 
U E 
I wiſh I had as good a reaſon 
for doing that, which has given 


DEDICATION. 


10 public and juſt an acknow- 
ledgment; being afraid there can 
be little left to be aid upon the 
ſubject of Garity, which Has 
not been ↄſten thought, and 
much better expreſſed, by many 
who have gone before: and in- 
devd it frems —— 
mon a path; that-atr is hot 
eaſy matter for a ne- mer to 
diſtinguiſh himfelf mat} by any 
— e bis 
f 21 07 2 # 3ridln 

ener 
3 and of che mo- 
tives which have induotd me to 
addreſs it to you ; orie of. which, 
I cannot conceal in juſtice ti my- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, becauſe it has proceeded 
from the ſenſe of many favours 
and civilities which I have re- 


ceived from you. I am, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt obliged, 
and faithful 
humble Servant, 


 LAURENCE STERNE. 
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tntthe hare of ned wal 
did the cruſe of ail fail, — — 
3 which &s Hal os 


neither 


tee eee 
a miracle wroaght za behalf of the 
'” * widow of Zavephwth, who had chari- 
tably taken Elijah under her roof, and admi- 
niſtered unto him in a time of great ſcarcity 
and diſtreſs. Thee is ſomething very intereſt- 
ing and aſſectionate in the manner this ſtory is 
related in holy writ; and as it concludes with 
a ſecond ftill more remarkable proof of Gov's 
favour to the fame perſon, in the reſtoration of 
her dead fon to life, one cannot but conſider 
both mitacles an rewieds of that act of piety, 
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cord in ſcripture, not merely as teſtimonite; 
of the prophets divine million, but likewiſe as 
twoencouraging inſtances of Geo Abinighty's 
Mieliing upon works of cuckey — 


lence. 


In this view I have made choite of this piece 
of ſacred ſtory, which I ſhall beg leave to make 
uſe of as the ground - work for an exhortation 
to charity in gevicrat: and that it may better 
ty, I will endeavour to enlarge upon it with 
ſuch refleftions, as, I truſt in God, will excite 
ſome —— — ay be 
profitable to © glous « dig n.. 

—— 
approach of « famine, und e eee 
Abab an enraged enemy: and, in obedience to 
the command of God, had bid himſelf by the 
broak -Cherith, that is before Jordan. In this 


marks, of Go providence, the baly man 
dwelt free bath from the cares and glories of 


the world: by miraculous impulſc, thy raves: 
brought him bread and, fe/ in the MN. 
222 


77 
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te brook; till by continuance: of 
drought, (tbe winde of besen being unt 
up in thoſe days for three years and fix months, 
mine), it came to,paſs after a while that the 
brook, the. great fountain of his ſupport, dried 
He is commanded. to ariſe und go to Zare- 
ſzrance that he had diſpoſed the heart of « wi- 
The prophet follows the call of his Gop :— 
the (ame hand which brought bim to the gate 
of the city, had led alſo the poor widew out of 
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But as ſhe was a widow, having loſt the on- 
1y faithful friend who would beſt have.affifted 
Her in this virtuous ſtruggle, the preſent necef - 
fity of the times at length o me her; ant 
ſhe was juſt fulling down an cafy prey to dt, 
when Elijah came to the place where ſhe was. 
And be called unto her, and ſaid, Fetch me, I 
pray thee, a little water in a veſſel that T may 
drink. And as fhe was going» frich it; he 
a morſol of bread in thing hand. Had fe ſaid, 
A. the Lord thy God liveth, I have net a cake, 
but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a lit ii 
ai in a cruſe, and behold I am gathering two 
flicks, that I may go and dreſs it for me und my 
ſon, that we may. oat il and die. And Elijab fad 
uno her, Fear not, but go, and do a; thex daft 
ſaid ; but make me thereof a little cake firſt, and 
bring # wato ane, and after make for thee and 


| 
. 
1 
| 


— 
— 
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e was coutszary to jeftice, und the fit law of 
natufe, to rob herſelf and child of their laſt 


ſoftack in our nature tb be « check upon too 
great a propenſity towaids felf-love—fo it 
ſeemed to operate bere.—For it is obſermable, 
with the promiſe of at ĩtnmodia te rœœοiNl! e 
in nadlfiplying bet Roth; yet it in not evident 
ſhe was influenced at all by that temptation. 
Far if he had, doubtics it muſt hate wrought 
lach a mixture of felGintereſt nd the m- 
4ive of ber rentapliance, w mit greatly have 
_alluyet the: aivic of He Wiibe. But lis, 1 
ay, does not appear; bet'racker the contrary, 
from the reflition (he makes upon the whole, 
. . 

12 I know 
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I know that thes art s man of God, and that 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

| Befiden, as the was an inhabitant of Zare- 
phath, (or, an it is called by 8t Lake, Sarepta, 
ſubjeR to Sidon, the metropolis of Phomnicia, 
without the bounds of Gov's people), ſhe had 
been brought up in-groſs darkneſs and idolatry, 
io utter ignorance of the Loxp Gop of Iiract: 
or, if ſhe had heard of his name, which is all 
that ſeems probable, ſhe had been taught to 
diſbelieve the mighty wonders of his hand, and 
was till lefs likely to believe his prophet. * 
| Moreover, ſhe might argue, if this man, by 
ſome ſecret myſtery of his own, or through 
the power of his Go, is able to procure ſo 
preternatural a ſupply for me, whenee comes 
it to paſs, that he now ſtands in want himſelf, 
oppreſſed both with hunger and thirſt ? | 


— 

— 
r 
* 
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were to be hal, but by a of. liberality.— 


That be had come an wnkoowh traveller, and 


as a hard heart acver wants a pretence, that 
this circumſtance, which ſhoatd rather have be- 
friemded, might have helped to vpprefs kim. — 
She conſidered, for charity is ever fruitfal in 
Lind reaſons, thiat he was now far from his own 
country, ani had firayed out of the reach of 
the tender offices of ſome one who aſſectvona te- 
1y mourned bis abſcence—ber heart was tonch- 


the. barrel of, / waſted not, neither did the 
naſal, ani cle dp the Code at 
«pop the (aorthe 

| — tow 
conjedtgret here upon this event, yet it is na- 
tural to ſuppoſe, the danger of the famine 
being tvs anexpoticdly got over, that the 
mother began to look hopefully forwards u- 
n the-veit of het duys. There were many 
widows in Mel at that time, when the heu- 
vens. were ſhut up for three years and fir 
ICH | I. 3 months; 
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months yet, as St Luke obſerves, ts zone of 
them was the prophet ſent, ſave to this widow 
of Sarepta. In all likelibood, ſhe would not 
be the haſt in making the ſame obſervation, 


build high upon a worſe foundation.—** Since 
the Gop of Iract has thus fent his own 


«© meſſenger to us in our diſtreſs, to pas by Þ 
% many houſes of his own people, and ſtop at 
< mine, to ſave it, in ſo miracutous a manner, 
es from deſtruchom, doubtichs this is but an 
« earneſt of his future kind intentions to us; 
« at leaſt, his goodneſ has decreed to comfort 
« my old age by the long life and bealtir of 
my ſon:— but perhaps he has ſomething 
4 greater ſtill in ſtore for him, and I ſhall five 
to fee the fame hand hereafter crown bis 
« head with glory and honour.” We may 
naturally ſuppoſe ber innocently carried away 
with ſuch thoughts, when ſhe is called bank by 
an unexpected diſtemper which ſurpriſes her 
fon, and, in one moment, brings down auler 
hopes —for his 222 2 ——— 
9 —— 


The 
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ſeldom juſt—For, though Elijah had already 
preſerved ber fon, as well as herſelf, from im- 


reply to fo unkind an accuſation. He takes 
the dead. child cat of 4is mather”s boſom, and 
the Lard and aid, O Lord my God! haft thorn 
brought evil upon the widow with whom I fe- 
journ, hy flaying ber ſon # © Is this the reward 
<« of all her charity and goodnefs? thou haſt 
< before this robbed ber of the dear partner 
that ſhe is 4 widow, and has moſt reaſon to 
< withdrawn ber laſt prop: tho haſt taken 
< away her child, the only ſtay ſhe had to reſt 
n.) — And Eljaboricd an God, and ſaid, 

| 0 Lara 


ans XF m — ks * 


he was purſuing, or m. in 4 jane v per- 
hed, — He was morcover involved in the . 
ceſs of his prayer himſelf ;j———hupeſt inch, 
fraid, Jeſt ſd foul a one, . tenworthy of by 
„ of Zarephath tak the. ee of +he 
Gos of Iſcael under har radi, amd kindly 
<« entertamed him, and ſat;havt fhe is d- 
« od; „ 
-  <wamed 
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« nityr 

Beſides all this, he pleaded not only the 
cauſe of the widow; it uu the cauſe of cha- 
rity itſelf, which bad received: a deep wound 
already, and would ſuffer ftill more ſhould Gop 
deny it this teſtimony of his favour. So the 
Lord hearkned uno the voice of Hijab, and the 
foul of the child came unto him again, and be 
him dows out of the chamber into the houſe, and 
I RR Th De 
See, thy fon liveth. 

It would be a pleaſure to a good mind to 
op here a moment, and figure to itſelf the 
picture of fo joyful an event. To behold, on 
one hand, the raptures of the parent, over- 
how a ſudden firoke of ſuch impetuows joy 
muſt operate on a deſpairing countenance, 
long accuſtomed to ſadneſs. To conceive, 
on the other fade of the piace, the holy man 
approaching with the child in bis arms—full 
of honeſt triumph in his looks, but ſweetened 
with all the kind frmpathy which a gentle 

nature 
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urture could overflow with upon fo happy ih 
event. It is a fubjet one might recomment! 
to the pencil of a preit gehim, ani wouldeven 
afford matter fr deſcription ue; but chat it 
would lead us tos far from the partiouur pur- 
poſe, for which I have entargelt pon ths 
much of the ſtory already me chick deſigu of 
which is to Hluftrate by a fat, what is evideut 
both in reafon and ſtripters, that a tharttwble 
and prod ation is flllom'eaft u, bot cht 
even in this life it is more thariprobable, that 
what is ſo ſcattered ſhall. be gathered ugaln 
with increaſe. Caff thy bread ah the waters, 
ani thou fhalt find it after many days. Be a: 
s father unto the fatierlefs, und in of 'v 
bn/band unt o their r n fhatt thou be a: 
the /on of the Moſt High, und he wil! e thee 
come pon the vareh; und when then ful 
then foals find = flay. | It hail prefercc. aber 
from all afſiflion, und fight for thed ug art} thy 
enrmic: better than u mighty fioec , re 
1 
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tening the hearts, and winning every mat's 
wiſhes to its intereſt. [When a compeſſicnate 


that had power to do it, would not. befriend 
and raiſe him up ? or could the maſtbarbarom 
temper offer an inſult to his diſtreſs, without 
pain and reluftance? fo that it is almoſt a won- 
der that covetouſneſ, even in ſpite of itſelf, 
does not ſome times argue a man into <charky, 
by its own principle of looking forwards, and 
the firm expetation-it would delight in of re- 
ceiving its own again with uſury.-So evident is 
it in the courſe of Gop's providence, and the 
natural ſtream ofthings, chat a good office, one 
time or other, generally meets with a reward. 
——Generatty, did 1 fay—bow can it ever 
fail ?—when, beſides all his, fo large u ſhare 
of the-recompenee 4340 inſeparable even from 
the a&ion itſelf. Aﬀ the man who has 2 tear 
of tenderne always ready to ſhed over the un- 
fortunate; who, withal, is ready to diſtribute 
and willing to communicate : aſk him if the 
heve expreſſed what he has felt, when, dy a fea- 
_ Guable kindneſs, be has made abe heart of the 


in vanity and vexaticn of ſpirt. But that this 
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widow: ſing Fer joy. Mark then the expieſ- 


fions of -umtterable pleaſure and harmony in 
his looks; end ſay, whether Sofomon has not 
fxed the point of true enjoyment in the right 
place, when he declares, * that he knew no 
% good there was in any of the riches or bo- 
© nours of this world, bat for a. men to do good 
< with them in his Me.“ Nor was it without 
reaſon be made this judgnient ——Doubtlef 
he hed found and ſeen the inſufficiency of all 
ſenſual pleaſures; how unable to furniſh cither 


a rational or « laſting ſcheme of happinch : 
how ſoon the beſt of them vaniſhed ; the lefs 


exceptionable in vanity, but the guilty both 


was of fo pure and refined a nature, it burned 


without conſuming : it was figuratively the 


widow's barrel of meal which waſted not, and 
cruſe of oil which never failed. 

It is not an cafy- matter to add. weight to 
the teſtimony-of the wiſeſ man, upon the plca- 
ſure of doing good ; or elſe the evidence of the 
philoſopher Epicurus is very remarkable, wboſc 
word in this matter is the more to be truſted, 
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nceive, bat chat the 
on the point, I cannot conceive, 4 
TR more equal _ 
2 that man whom 4 great 
5 perpetually inclines to ſhew mercy 
— 4 than they can be in a poor, 
_ wretch, 2 
— no man's aſſliction; but 
— ſo intentiy over its. own plots and 
Concerns, {ec and feel nothing ; m_- 
22 you 
whom-uge may fay what — 
— An this 2 
ar i et $354 | 
La VYIWOI! 4 = 
en a 
; 1 2 "i * 
e- are dull as 
ER. 4 
bis afettHons dark . Lag ous . 
—— 
% 2 
which is the principle 
ſonatural to it 6 lon, a 2 
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of doing good; and though inſtances like 
this juſt mentioned ſeem far from being proofs - 
of it, yet it is not to be doubted, but that overy 
hard-hearted man has felt much in wurd oppo- 
ſition before he could prevail upon himſelf to 
do aught to fix and deſerve the character: and 
that what we ſay of long babits of vice, that 
they are hard to be ſubdued, may with equal 
truth be ſaid concerning the natural jmpreſ- 
ſions of benevolence, that a man muſt do much 
violence to bimſelf, aud ſuſſer many a painful 
ſtruggle, before he can tear away ſo great and 
noble a part of his nature. O§f this aptiqui- 
ty has preſerved a beautiful inſtance in an anec- 
dote of Alexander, the tyrant of Pherey, wha, 
though he had fo induſtriouſly hardened his 
heart, as to ſcem to take delight in craclty, in- 
ſomuch as to murder many of his ſubyects every 
day, without cauſe and without pity; yet, at 
the bare repreſentation of a tragedy which re- 
lated the mixfortgacs of Hecuba and 'Audro- 
ſtreſs which the poet had  wnonght ui it, 
that be burſt out into a Good of tears, The 
. 
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caſts as great a luſtre agen barmn naturg, 6s 
the man himſelf was = diſgrace to it. The 
caſe ſeems to have been this: in rea/ life be had 
been blinded with paſſions, and thoughtlefsly 


hurried on by intereſt or reſeutment: but 
here, « there was no room for, matives of that 
kind: P that his attention being faſt caught 
hold of, and all his-vices laid 'afleep;—then 
Narva awoke in triumph, and ſhewed how 
deeply ſhe had fown the feeds of compaſſion in 
every\mat's breaſt ; when tyrants, with vices 
—— — Wea able an 
td te foot it out. "204 
— — nd 
ſetting ber off, with ſhades which wickedack 
lends bs, when one might ſaſely truſt to the 


foree H bet own 'natural. charms, and aſk, 
whether any thing inder Heaven, jo its own 
nature, ire lovelyand engaging ?—To illu- 
irate this the more, let us turn our thoughts 


iy SER MOo N * 
mmiverſfally admired by all mænkind .I a 


peal to your own thoughts, whether the firſt 
idea which offered itſelf to moſt of our imagi- 


tues we ſhould give. our hero, weſhould all 
agree in making him a generous friend, who 
thought the opportunities of doing good to be 
paint him-like the pſalmilt's ciner of Cad overr 
might enrich them, carrying plenty and glad- 
neſs along with him. If this was not ſufhiciest, 
and we were till deſirom of adding a farther 
degree of perſection 

ſhould endeaveur to think of ſome one, if bu- 
if occaſion required, was willing to. undergo 
all kinds of affliction, to ſacrifice himſclf, to 
forget his deareſt intereſts, and even lay down 
bis life for the good of mankind. —And. here, 
— merciful Saviour! bow! would de 


bright original of thy unbounded goodnek 


ÿ.̃ ²⅛ Ütpꝑʃ ̃ . 0A . 


„. And thezefore L have agſerved. it for 
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break in upon our hearts? Thou who becameſft 
poor, that we might be rich—though Lord of 
all this world, yet badf ner where to lay thy 


tance of compaſſion in the Son of God, is 
made to the heart, of man, for the reaſonablc- 
ack of it in himſelf. It is che great argument 
which the apaſtics uſe in ahne all their ex- 
hortations to good. works.—.——Rclced, if 
Chriſt ſo. loved is inference is unavoid- 
able ; and. gives fireagth and beauty to every 
thing elſe which can be urged upon the ſub- 

+ vie Mr ten laſt 

* Preached on Good-Friday. 


S8. E RX MN 
lat and warmeſt appeal, with which I would 
Gay Grün- this diſcourſe, that, at leaſt for 
their ſakes for whom it i preached, we might 
be left to the full impreſhon of ſo exalted and 
fo ſcaſenable a metive—That. by reflefting 
upon the infnitc labour of this day's love, in 
the inftance'of Canicr's death, we may con · 
fider what: an immenſe debt we owe to each 
other: and by calling to mind the amiable 
— — — of 


* mind would be willing eedoit, I believe 
there can be none more benekoial, or compre- 
benſive in its effects, then-that for which we 
are here met together. The proper education 
of poor children being the ground-work of al- 
moſt every other kind of charity, as chat which 
makes every other ſubſequent act of it anſwee 


the piour expeBtation of the giver N 
bonn "tis Founddtion firſt laid, how 


moch kindnek in the progreſs of « benevolem 

"man's li i unamvidably 'caſt away ? «ad 

ſometimes where it is as ſenſeleſs, as the expo- 

fing « tender plant to all the * 
a 
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a cruel ſeaſon, and then going with ſorrow to 
take it in, when the root is already dead. 1 
ſaid, therefore, this was the foundation of al- 
molt every kind of charity, and might not 
one have added, of all policy to64: furce tlie 
of it, though grievoully felt by the partics 
tbemſelves, are no-'lels fo by the community 
of which they. are members ; and moreover, 
chat when. one conkiders the 
. Pagery on ape hand, aud 
on the other, that no bad man, whatever he 
profeſſes, can be a good ſubje&, one may ven- 
ture to Lay, it had beam cheaper and better for 


| the-pation to have. bore the expence of inſtil- 


ling ſound principles and good morals into the 
end on ny 
in ſome parts of ws 
ged, ſo often as 1 
century, be ri&s up god arm idee, inf 
the rebejliqus rede which the wang of them 
have brought down even. $9. gur doors.  Apd 
in ſact, if we are t truſt, antzquity, the truth 
r have no reaſon to 
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diſpute, this matter has been looked upon of 
peace of a people, that ſome commonwealtha, 
tbe moſt eminent. for political 'wiſdom, have. 
choſe to make a public concern of it ; thinking 
it much ſafer to be entruſted to the prudence. 
of the magiſtrate, than to the wiſtaken ten- 
dernes, or natural partiality of the parent. 

; Te was — wth ths, and beſpoke a 
very refived Gal of ir the Lacedemo- 
nm, (though, by the way, I believe, different 


from what more modern politics would have 


directed in like circumſtances) when An tipater 
demanded of them fifty children, as hoftages 
for the ſecurity of a diſtant engagement; 

mide this brave and wiſe änſwer, < They 
* would not—thay bend not conſent — 
© rhey would rather give him double the num- 
= ber of their belt men.”*—Jnti- 
| that however they were diſtreſſed, 
they would” che iny' inbbavenivtce rather 
than ſuff+' the Tols' of thelr country's ethurs- 
tion ; and the oppottunity (which & once oſt 
can ever be eie) of (giving their youth 
an early tinQtare of: religion, und bringing 
1 4 them 
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them up ton lore of induſtry; und love of 
If this ſhews the great importance of a proper 
providence of God has placed in the very low- 
eſt lot of life, utterly caſt ont of tlie way of 
knowledge, without a parent, ——omectimes, 
may be, without « friend-to guide und inftrut 
them, but what common pity, and the neceſ- 
fty of their fad fieuation, engages: where 
fide are fo great and many, that far one for- 
tunate pallenger in Me, who makes his: way 
well in the world with ſach arty difadranta- 
pes, and ſo dal a ferting out, v may reckon! 
2 ts. EO 
are loſt for ever? 

If there is ann calls 
out aloud for the more immediate exerciſe of 
compaſſton, and which may be looked wpon as 
the compendium of all charity, ſarely it is this: 
and I'm perſuaded there would want nothing 
more to convince the greateſt enemy to theſe 
kinds of charities that it is fs, but à bare op- 

x portunity 
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portunity af caking a nearer view of (ame &f 
the more diſtreſiful objefts of it. 


fant, ſhe knows not how to ſuccoor,——< O my 
* child, thou art, now left expoſed to u wide 
< and a vicious world, too full ef faares und 
s temptations for thy tender and unpractiſed 
« ape. Perhaps a parent's love may magnify 
« thoſe danger. ut when I conſider thou 
< art driven out hakedintoithe midh of them, 
« without friends, without fortune, without 
cc inſtruction, my heart bleeds befarchand for 
© the evits which may come upon thee. Gop, 
< in whom we truſted, is witneſs, fo low had 
<« his providence placed us, that we never in- 
* dulged one wiſh to have made thee rich, — 
« virtuous we would have made thee for 
thy father, my huſband, was a good man and 
« feared the Lord und though all the 
* Fruits of his care and induſtry were lietlc 
© enough for our ſupport, yet be bonaſtiy'bed 

determined 
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1 determined to have ſpared ſome portion of 


© it; ſcanty as it was, to have placed theo fafe- 
«« Iy im the way of knowledge and inftrudtion. 
* Int alas! he is gone from vs never to ro- 
„turn mare, and with him are fied the means 
« of doing it For, behold the creditor is 
% come «pou u, to take all that we have.. 
Grief is eloquent, and will not cafily be imi- 
tated. — But let the man, who is the leaſt friend 
to diſtreſſes of this nature, conceive ſome diſ- 
conſolate widow uttering her complaint even 
in this manner, and then jet him conſider, if 
there is any ſorrow like this ſorrow, whorewith 
the Lord kms afflified ber? or whether there 
can be any charity lil that, of taking the ch:/d 
out of the methor* 5 be/em, and reſcuing her from 
theſe apprehenhons? Should a Heathen, a 
ſtranger to our holy religion and the love it 
teaches, ſhould he, as he journeye d, come to the 
place whers the lay, when he ſaw, would be not 
have compaſſion on her? Gov forbid a Chri- 
Man ſhould thit day want it; or at any time 
foot upon ſuch « diſtreſs, and paſi by on the 
her fide. 
Rather let him do as his SAviou taught 
x of : - on 


him, bind up the wounds, and pour comort” 
into the heart of one, whom the hand of Gop 
has ſo bruiſed. Let him 1 
with 's tranſport, to ſay to the 
— thy ſon lveth!—liveth by my 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to all the 
purpoſes which make life delwreable, —to be 
made a good man, and a profitable ſubjet: on 
one hand to be trained up to ſuch a ſenſe of 
his duty, as may-ſecure him an intereſt in the 
world to come; and withregard to this world, 
to be ſo brought up in it, to a love of honeſt 
labour and induſtry, as all his life long to carn 
and cat his bread with joy and thankfulneſs. 
Much peace and happineſs reſt upon the 
< head and heart of every one who thus brings 
< children to Cn xisr.—May the bleſſing of 
him that was to periſh come ſeaſonably 
< moſt wants it, when helyes ſick upon his bed; 
<< make thou, O Gon! all his bed in his ſick- 
< neſs; and for what he now ſcatters, give 
< him, then, that peace of thine which paſſeth 
cc all underſtanding, and which nothing in this 
<« world can either give or take away. Amen. 
SERMON 
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PaARISEE and PUBLICAN 


; In the Temple. 
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LuKtE XV11i. 14. iſt part. 


I tell you, this man went down to his houſe, 
Juftified rather than the other. — 


ESE words are the judgment which 
our SaviouR has left upon the beha- 
viour and different degrees of merit in 
the two men, the phariſee and publican, whom 
be repreſents, in the foregoing parable, as go- 
ing up into the temple to-pray. In what man- 
ner they diſcharged this great and folemn du- 
ty, will beſt be ſeen from a conſideration of the 
5 
God upon the occaſion. 
| The pharifce, inflead of an ad of humilia- 
tion in that awful preſence before which he 
Rood,—with an air of triumph and felt · ſuſſi- 
ciency, thanks Gos that he had not made him 
like others—extortioners, adulterers, unjuſt, 
L 3 or 
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or even as this publican . The publican is 
repreſented as ſtanding afar off, and with a 
heart touched with humility, from a juſt ſenſe 
of his own unworthinefs, is ſaid only to have 
ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying Go be merci- 
ful to me a inner. I tell you, adds our Sa- 
— —— cot 
fied rather than the other. 

The' the juſtice of this determination Qrikes 
every one at firſt ſight, it may not be amiſs to 
enter into a more particular examination of the 
evidence and reaſons upon which it might be. 
founded, not only becauſe it a«y place the 
equity of this deciſion in favour of the publican 
in a ſtronger light, but that the ſubjet ſeems 
likely to lead me to a train of reflexions not 
unſuitable to the ſolemnity of the ſeaſon . 

The phariſce was one of that ſect, who, in 

our Saviour's time, what by the auſterity of 
to piety than other men, had gradu- 

ally wrought themſelves into much credit and 
reputation with the people : and indeed, as the 
bulk of theſe are cafily caught with appear- 
ances, 


® Preached in Lent. 
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ances, their character ſeems to have bean ad- 
mirably well ſuited to:ſuch a purpoſe. If you 
locked no fartherthan the outward part of it, 
you would . think it made up of all goodneſs 
and perfection; an uncommon ſanity of life, 
guarded by great decorum and ſeverity of man- 
ners, —profuſe and frequent charitics to the 
poor, many acts of religion, nmch obſer- 
vance of the lav much abſtinence much 

prayer | 11 
It is painful to ſuſpect che appearance of ſo 
much good and would have been ſo here, had 
rot our bleſſed Sa vious left us their real cha- 
racter upon record, and drawn up by himſelf 
in one word chat the ſect were like whitened 
ſepulchres, all fair and beautiful without, and 
enriched there with whatever could attract the 
eye of the beholder ; but, when ſearched with- 
inſide, were full of corruption, and of what- 
ever could ſhock and diſguſt the ſearcher. So 
that with all. their affeftation. of piety, and 
more extraordinary ſtrictneſs and regularity in 
their outward deportment, all was irregular 
pretencea, how promiling ſoever, blaſted by the 
indulgence 
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the worſt of human paſſions ;— 
pride —ſpiritual pride, the worſt of all pride— 
hypoerify, ſelf-love, covetouſneſs, extortion, 
cruelty and revenge. What pity. it is that the 
cred name of religion ſhould ever have been 
| borrowed, and employed in ſo bad a work, as 
in covering over ſuch a black catalogue of vices, 
been thus diſgraced, and for ever drawn into 
ſuſpicion, from the unworthy uſes of this kind, 
to which the artful and abandoned have often 
put her. The phariſce ſeems to have had nat 
many ſeruples of this kind, and the prayer he 
makes uſe of in the temple is a true picture of 
the man's heart, and ſhews with what a diſpo- 
fition and frame of mind he came to worſhip. — 

Gon! I thank thee that thou haſt formed 
me of different materials from the reſt of my 
fpecies, whom thou haſt created frail and vain 
by nature, but by choice and diſpoſition utter 
ly corrupt and wicked. 

Me, thou haſt faſhioned in a different mould, 
and haſt infuſed ſo large a portion of thy ſpirit 
into me, lo! I am raiſed above the temptations 
and deſires to which fleſh and blood ave ſub- 
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not a frail veſſel of clay, like that of other 
men or even this publican, but that 1 Rand 
bere a choſen and fanftiged veſſel unto thee. 
After 'this: obvidur paraphraſe upon "the 
words, which ſpeaks no more than the true 
ſpirit of the Pharlee% prayer, o would 
naturdlly aſ what reaſon was there for all this 
triumph or what foundation could be have 
to inſult in this manner over the infirmities of 
mankind—or even thoſe of the humble publi- 
can whb Rood before him ?—Why, fays be, 1 
give tythen of all that I peſſefs.— Truly a very 
indifferent account of himſelf and if that was 
all de had to offer in h own behalf, Gop 
knows, it was but © weak foundation to ſup- 
port ſo much arrogance and felf-conceit ; bo- 
cauſe the obſervance of both the one and the 
other of theſe ordinances might be ſuppoſed 
well enough to be conſiſtent with the moſt 
profligute of Uſe and manners... 

The condo®t and behavicur of the publican 
appears very different—and indeed as much the 
reverſe to this az you could conceive. But bo- 


fore we enter upon that, 4 * 
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ly to the character of the pharſna, *twill'be 
but juſtice to ſay a word or two in general to 
his. The publican was one of that order of 
men employed by the Roman emperors in le- 
vying the taxes and contributions which were 
from time to time exacted from Judea as a 
conquered nation. Whether from the partieu- 
lar fate of that employment, owing to the 
fixed averſion which men have to part with 
what is their own, or from whatever other 
cauſcs it happened —ſo it was, that the whole 
ſt of men were odious, informuch, that the 
name of a — 6 UDC GIL 
and infamy among the Jews. 
K ef.chour-<p 
which their office might direct them—beigh- 
tened ſometimes by a mixture of cruelty and 
inſolence of their own—and poſſibly always 
made to appear worle than they were by the 
loud clamours and milrepreſentations of others 
all might have contributed to form and 
fix this odium. But it was here no doubt, as 
in all other claſſes of men, whoſe profeſſions 
expoſ them to more temptations than that 
of other: that there are numbers who ſtyl 
behave 


+ 
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and opportunities which ly in their way. 
paſs through them, not only with an unble- 
:niſhed character, but with the inward teſti - 
mony of a good conſcience. - ' 

The publican in all likelibood was ene of 
meſe and the ſentiments of candour and hu- 
red, are ſuch as could come only from a heart 
and character thus deſcribed. 
crifice of prayer—in the diſcharge of which, 
be pleads no merit of his own—enters into no 
himſelf with Gop, but in reverence to that 
 holier part of the temple where his preſence 
was ſuppoſed more immediately to be diſplay- 
ed—he keeps afaroff—is afraid to lift up his 
eyes towards heaven——but ſmites upon his 
breaſt, and, in a ſhort but fervent ejaculation, 


—ſubmiſſively begs Gop to have mercy upon 
his fins. O Go! bow precious! how ami- 


able! is true bumility? what a difference in 
thy fight does it make to conſiſt betwixt man 
and man! Pride was not made for & creature 

; with 
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with ſuch manifold imperſection religo 


pride is a dreſs which ſtill worſe becomes him 
—— —beeauſe, of all others, tis that to which 
be has leaft pretence—the beſt of us fall ſeven 
times a day, and thereby add ſome degree of 
unprofitablencſs to the character of thoſe who 
do all that is commanded them Was l perſec 
therefore, ſays Job, I would not know my 
foul, I would be filent, I would be ignorant of 
my own righteouſneſs ; for ſhould I fay I was 


perſect, it would prove me to be porverſe. 


From this introduction I will take ot caſian to 
recommend this virtue of religious humility, 
which ſo naturally falls from the ſubjeR, and 
which cabmot more cffeftudlly be enforced, 
than by an enquiry into the chief cauſes which 
produce the oppoſite vice to it—that of {pi- 
ritual pride for in this malady of the mind 
of man the cafe is parallel with moſt other: 
of his body, the dangers of which never 


they are traced back to their firſt principles; 
conſidered, * 


And 
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And, firſt, 1 believe, one of the moſt general 
cauſes of ſpiritual pritle, is that which ſeen to 
have miſled the plrariſee—a miſtaken notion 
of the true principles of his religion. - He 
thought, no doubt, that the whole of it was 
comprehended in the two articles of paying 
he had diſcharged his conſtience-of them 
he had done all that was required at his 
bands, and might with reaſon go, and thank 
Gop that he had not made him like others 
It is not to be queſtioned, but through force of 
this error, the phariſee might think himlelf to 
be, what he pretended, a religious and upright 
man. For however be might be brought 
to act a double and inſincere part in the eyes 
of men upon worldly views—it is not to be 
ſuppoſed— that when be ſtood by bümſclf, a- 
part in the temple, and no witneſſes of what 
ſhould knowingly and wilfully have dated to 
act ſo open and barefaced a ſcene of 

in the face of Heaven. This is ſcarce ptoba- 
ble—and therefore it muſt have been owing to 
tome deluſion in his education, which hadear- 

=" a 


- 
* 
- 
* 


iy 


1 ER MON VL 


are as c obe beru- 


of no merit in themſe| ves - but w itand e- 
empted from the mere tredblelome exatinak 
in the weightier matters of the Jew, Aich 
were of eternal and unchangeable obligation. 
So that they were in truth blind guides h⁰ 
thus would train at a gust, and yet fiwallow 
from a. familiar inſtance of domeſiic inconſi · 
llency would make clean the outſide of the 
moſt material part, to be full of corruption 
and exceſs. Fram this knowledge of the cha- 
to account for his ſentiments and bebevjour in 
F which ware juſt ſock a; they work 
— a0 1 
Thus 
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Thes it bas always happened, by = fataly 
common te all fach abaſes of religion, 27 make 
it to conſiſt in external rum and ceremonies 
mere chan inward purity and integrity of beart, 
—As theſs ourwand things -are- cavity put, in 
| prattice——and capable:of being attained to 


brdticis-of kigh mak, when fot of to the beſt 


atvadtege, with all its ſoenical decorations and 
finery, jooks more like 2 theatrical perfor- 
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pretenſions to holineſi upon ſuch a mechanical 
ſtem as is left of it, than where the charac- 
ter is only to be got and maintained by a pain» 
ons. Th cafier, for inſtance, for a zealous 
Papiſt to croſs himſelf and tell his beads, than 
for an bumble Proteſtant to ſubdue the luſts of 
anger, intemperance, cruelty and revenge, 40 
of mind which becomes him. The operation of 
ficult in itielf, as that of being chaſte and fpot- 
or diſhoneſt action. Tu a much ſhorter way 
to kneel down at a confeſſional and receive 
abſolution, than to live fo as to deſerve-it— 
pot at the hands of men but at the hands of 
Gop—who fees the heart, and cannot be im- 
or abſtaining from fleſh on certain days, is not 
fo hard, as that of abſtaining from the works 
of it at all times—eſpecially as the point is ge- 
nerally managed, amongſt the richer ſort, with 
ſuch artandepiciriſm at their tables aud with 
— ICITy 


SER M ON NM. 7 


but what, I-believe, tend to excite and aſſiſt 
it yet & ſtrong i propetity is there in bur 
nature to ſan and is unequal a match is the 
underftanding uf che balk of mankind, for the 
unprofienrefoutward dung that we tee thou- 
ſands ho every day miſtake the ſhadow for the 
ſubſtance,” and, wu it fairly put to the trial, 


thing but a ſhadow behind. — Tx to b, i 
the buſſeoncrics of the Romiſh church bid fair 
M3. to 


| 
| 
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to doit the ſame ill office, to the difgrace and 
ruin of Chriſtianity wherever Popery is eſtt : 
rectify theſe groſs and perniicious' notions of ro- 
ligion, and place it upon its true bottom which 
we can only do, by bringing back religion to 
that cool point of reaſon which firſt ſhewed us 
its obligation by always remembering that 
Gov is a ſpirit and muſt be worſhipped ſuit · 
able to his nature, i. e. in ſpiritand in truth 
and that the moſt acceptable ſacrifice we can 
offer him is a virtuous and an upright mind— 
and however neceſſary it is, not to leave the 
done——yet not like the phariſce to reſt there 
this in view perpetually, that though the inſtru- 
mental dutics of religion are duties of unque- 
but 1NSTRUMENTAL DUTIES, condiicive” to 
the great end of all religion—which is to pu- 


and, in a word, to make us wiſer and better 


2 — 
berter ſervants to Gon:—To 2 7. 
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Vindication of HumanNature. 


* 


SERMON vi 


Ronans XIV. 7. 


| For nous of us beth to dk. 


HERE is not a ſentence in ſcripture 

which ſtrikes a narrow foul with greater 
ly engage to clear up the darkeſt problem in 
geometry to an ignorant mind, as make a for- 
neſs of this plain propoſition No man liveth 
to bimſelf! Why ?—docs any man live to any 
thing elſe? in the whole compaſs of bumah 
life can a prudent man ſteer to a ſaſer point? 
Not live to himſelf! —To whom then? 
Can any. intereſts or concerns. which are fo- 
reign to a man's felf have ſuch a claim over 
him, that he muſt ſerve under them, ſuſpend 


his own purſaits, ſtep out · of his right-courſe, | 


— — + 
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the ſeveral ends and purpoſes of living before 
him ? 

If, with a ſelſiſ beart, ſock an enquirer 
ould happen to have a ſpeculating head too, 
he will proceed, and aſk you whether this ſame 
principle, which the apaſtlc here throws out of 
the life of man, is not, in fact, the grand bias 
of his nature? That, however we may flatter 
ourſelves with fine-ſpun notions of difintereſt- 
ednefs and heroifm in what we do ; ther were 
the moſt popular of our e ſtripped naked, . 
and the true motives and intemtions of them 
arched to the bittdm : we ould find little. 
reaſon for triumph upon that foore. — - 

In 2 word, he-will my, that a man is alto- 
ether a bubble to bimſcif in this matter, and 
that after all that aan be {aid-i6 his behalf, the 
trueſt definition thas eat be. giver of him is this, 
that be is a ſalſiſh aal 3 and that all his a 
tom have fo g a tiadture of that character, 
as to ſhew-(to: whomever eli he was intendel 
66 Buy Ghanie Bit be oa culy cn binbill, | 

Before I reply direfily to this accuſation, I 
cant help obſhrving by che way, that there 
is arte any thing wand bes done more tif- 
* ſervice 
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ſervice to ſocial virtue, than ahe frequent w 
preſentatians of human nature, under this hi- 
deous picture of deformity, which, by leaving 
out all chat i generom and friendly in the 
heart of man, has ſunk him below che lovel of 
a brute, as if he was a compoſition of ull chat 
was mean-ſpifited and ſelfih. Surely, tis one 
ſep towards acting well, to nk worthily of 
our nature; and, as in common life, the way 


part of bim, —— a ns 
with a pure and infinite ſpirit, but what ro- 
ſemblance he bore was undoubtedly in 4he 
aGoftions <Fhis nature. | And tho the beight- 
the all ef man, in ourfirſ} parent, and dhe 
aig . 
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the many ſuperitduttions of his own depraved 
appetites fince, —yet tis a laudable pride, and. 
as true greatneſi of mind to cheriſh a belief, 
that there is ſo much of that glorious image 
Rill left upon it, us ſhall reſtrain him from baſe 
and diſgraceful actions: to anſwer which end, 
what thought ean be more ' conducive than 
that, of our being made in the likeneſi of the 
greateſt and beſt of Beings? This is a plain 
conſequence. And the conſideration of it 
ſhould have in ſome meaſure been a protecion 
to human nature, from the rough uſage ſhe has 
met with from the ſatirical pens of ſo many of 
the French writers, as well as of our own 


RU OP Ur FRIES, bot juſt as 


That there is ſelfiſhneſs, atd 3 
enough in the fouls of one part of the world, 
to hurt the credit of the other part of it, - 
what 1 ſhall not diſpute againſt ; but to judge 
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eauſc one man is plotting end axtful in his ng» 
ture: or, @ ſecond openly makes his pleaſure 
or his profit the ole centreef all badefgns j— 
or becauſe a third firaithearted wrotch, fits 
confined within himfetf,——-feels, no winfor- 
tes bat the | which touch himſelf; to. in- 
volve che whole race without mercy under 

fuch deteſtad charafters, is a vencluſop ns falſe 
as it ig pernicious ; and! was, it in general to 
gain celit, could ſerve no end, but the root- 
ing out of our mature all chat is ner, and 
planting in the ſtead of it fuch an averſion to 
each other, ax muſt anti the: bands of ſpcicty, 
and rob ws of one of the greateſt pleaſures of 
it, the mutual communications of kind offices; 
and by poiſoning the fountain, een 
thing ſuſpefted thatflows throygh it. 
| To/the-domour. of bumnan pajure, the forip- 
ture teaches us, that Gon made man uprghts 
and though he has fince ſound aut many in- 
ventibem, which have much diſhonaured this 
node ſtructure, yet the foundation of it ſtands 
u it was, -——the whole frame and delign.of 
it ' carried on upon cal virtue, and poblic 
pirit, and every number of wm ſo 'ovideatly 
ED N ſupported 
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fey wich the apoſtle, b U l to h- 
elf. fm whithoever light we view him, . 


ſhall wee evidently, that there is no Matzen or 


ti, ſo many indifpenſible chaine uptm him, 
a maſt perperuaily earry him beybail any gel- 
fiſh -eonfideration, and New plainly, that was 
a man fodlifhly wicked ng to defgn to 
live ed himeif alete, Ne world Uther nnd it 
impraMicable, or he WW ole, ut Lack, whe 
very thing which made lie Nef Befirable. 
— iedy Creator, He an M 
cbmtrteer in this, tis In all ther of Hewofks, 
bas implanted in mark hd ſach uppetitet and 
inclinations as wee ſutuble for weir tare ; 
chat is, ſuch as would 'adrurully dead bm to 
the love of ſociety ahi 'friendſhip, without 
which he would have deen found in x worte 
condition than the very beaſts of the field. No 
one, therefore, who lives infocicty, can be faid 
1 tive do hHimfelf;-—he Hoes to hi G, to 
vi king, and he comntry Ale lives to his fa· 
rhity; to his frients, eo all wovder his truſt , 
I 5 iv 
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in a wurd, ha lives te the whole race of mane 
band: whenever bas the cbaratter. of man, 
andwears the ſame image of Gar that be docs, 
= truly his brother, and has 4 ju& claim ta bin 
Na doe That this-is the eaſe in fat, aa well 
0 in-thovry, 2 — <n 


operate ſo ſtrong hy 2 n 
under ſo many reſtrainta, that we are every 


exceptions, but ſuch a lifs as is common to 
moſt) ; let mw cxamine it merely te this point, 


—— m 
9 1 - 

— — 
whorcin the ſtrongeſb marks of undiſguiſod ten- 
derneſ and diſinteroſted compaiiion ſhow them- 

N 2 ſelves, 


nes Kaen 


him ſocial yet though, it is 
ture—'tis a reaſon, to him yet undiſcovered. 
dut follows, as it feels itſelf promptadby the 
to itſelf, or previous calculation either of che 
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extreme, * That in div-yorck he bs generally 
4 more root than nave,” —and fo far from 
being fulpefied of living to himolf, that he 
"lives rather to- vr y body ell; 
-ouſneds of art end deſigu in bis own 
_ pendering hire fo utterly void of a ſuſpicion of 
it in others, as to leave him too oft a bubbic 
to every one who will take the advantage. 
+ But: you will. ſay, he ſoon: abates oſ the: 
traniports of diliatereſted love; and as be 
I erer 
228 5 
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— 

ſome experience of inſincerity,. ill teach han 

a lefſon of more caution in the choice of friend- 

ſhips, and leſs forwardne& in the undiftinguiſlt- 

eiboſſets of his Grvices, what T'grant. © But 
if he cools of thele, does be not grow warmer 
ſtill in connections of u different kind Follpw 

Him, I pray you; into the next ſtage of l 

where he has entered into engagements, amd 

appears as the father of a family, and you will 
far it, the ſame benevolence of heart, altered 
towards which it tends. Take a ſhort view.of 
him in this light, as acting under. the many ten- 


heart contriving and labouring to keep it from 
diſtreſs, againſt that hour when he ſhall be ta- 
ken from its protection. Does ſuch a one live 
to himſelf? —He who riſcs W 
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ar reparts of their milcondud, how have ye 
gene an you 4y, © What alarms 
within, you, whep, fancy orcbodes but imag}- 
nary misforwnes hanging over them ?—but 
when real ones have overtaken them, and mi/- 
chief befallen them. in the way in which they 
have gone, how ſharper than a ſword ha ve ye 
felt the warkings of parental kindneſs? In 
whatever period of human life. we look far 
prooks of ſe}fiſhnes, —let us not feck them in 
this relation of 4 parent, whoſe whole life, 
when truly known, b often little ęlſe but a ſuc- 


x 
l Nn U a MN n 
— of dthert 6 wel 
acicht allen 
If you try the truth of this reaſoning vor 
— an panties ofa. na il 


Hance, in which even a heathen poet har ptaced 
mm; namely, that of 4 and ar ſuch, 


to his honour, as one Incapeble of ſtanding un- 
concerned in whatever concerns his fellow- 
creatures —Compaſſion has ſb great a ſhire in 
our nature, and the miſerics of this world are 
w conftant an exerciſe of it, as to leave It in 
R 
man) in this reſpect, to five to himſelf. 

He cannot ſtop bis ears agaipſt the cries of 
the unfortunats.—The fad tory of the father 
leſs, and Him that has no helper, muff be heard. 
come before him; and a thouſand other untold 
caſcs of diſtreſs to which the life of man is ſub- 
JeR, find a way to his heart, let intereſt guard 
the paſſage as it III be bas this worl#; 

goods, 
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brother have 'need, he will 


mt be able vo brit up Bir bowels of c 
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all eonfider at of profit, convenience, nay; 
ſometimes cen of juſtice irſe.f?—Tot him add 
to this accotint, how much, in the progreſs of 
bis life, has beem given up even t the leſſer 
obligativas of iviity ae good manners? 
What reltreints they have- laid him under: 
How large a portion of time,—how much of 
bis inclination and the plan of lie he ſhould 
moſt have withed, bas from time to time been 
made u fcrifice to his good tixture and dis- 
Uſuttioil to/gire peiti oe Gilgelt eee 1 

- Whoever takes * view of the he of men, 
in hv i ria Eh Han wt hl 
*y | 
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it.o beſet and henmad du with obligations of 
ane kind or otber, 84 to- leave lite room te 
ſuſpect, that man can live to hie and th 
claſely. has our Creator. linked, us togatber: (as 
well as all othet parts af his works) foo the p 
er vation of that hermony in the frameand ye 
gen of things which his wifllaw bas. at firſt 
eſtabliſhed, — that we find: this hend ab mutua} 
dependence, homexcr relaxed, ia. ton frong te 
he broke.; and. k believe, that the moſt a 
men find it is ſa, and chat they cannot, in ſact. 
live © muck to themſalvas, as, Ahe, harr 
of their own hearts inclina them. If theſe ro- 
finttions arc juſk upon the. moral, relations. i 
which we ſtand, to each ether, lat us.claſe- the 
examinatios wich a ſhect rel ug the 
great relation. in which we ſtand to Gen. 
| The frſh and, maſk nawrel, thanghs on. this 
ſabject, which at ane tima. or other will thruſt 
infelf upon every man's mind, is this, — That 
4 owe all the powers and faculiins.of, wy foul, 
to whale providence I owe all. the ble af 
my life, amd by whoſ. permiſſion. it is. that 1 
cagras and. eajay then, Wr 
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eſſect ? —As little appearance as there is of re> 
ligion in the world, there is a great deal of its 
influence felt in its affair nor can one ſo root 
out the principles of it, but, like nature, they 
will return again, and give checks and inter- 
ruptions to guilty purſuits. There are ſeaſons, 
when the thoughts of a juſt Gop overlooking, 
made the moſt determined tremble, and ſtop 
ſhort in the execution of a wicked purpoſe ; 
ang if we conceive that the worſt of men lay 
ſome reftraints upon themſelves from the weight 
of this principle, what ſhall we think of the 
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ECCLESIASTES IX. 11. 


I returned and ſaw under the ſun, that the 
race is nat to the uit, —nor the battle to 
the ſtrong, —neither yet bread to the wiſe, 
mor yet riches to men of underſtanding, 

nat yet fapour to men of ſtill, —but tims 
and chaace — to thee of, 


HEN a man caſts a matt 

melancholy deſcription of the world, 

and ſees, contrery to all his guelles 
and expeRtations, what different fates attend 
the lives of en, oft it happens in 
the world, that there is not even bread to the 
wiſe, nor riches to men of anderſtanding. &c. 
e apt to conclude with a ſigh upon it, 
a the words, —though not in the ſenſe of 
the wile man, chat time and chance happen- 
eth bo chem aft. —That time and chance, 


oh O 2 apt 
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apt ſeaſons and fit conjunftures, have the 
greateſt ſway in the turns and diſpoſals of 
men i fortunes : and that, ns theſe lucky him 
(as they are called) happen to be for, or againſt 
a man, they either open the way to bis ad- 
vancement againſt all obſtacles, —or block it 
up againſt all belps and attempts ; that, as 
the text intimates, neither miſdum, nor ander- 
Sanding, nor fel] ſhall be able to furmount 
them. 

However widely we may differ in our rea- 
ſonings upon this obſervation of Solomon's, 
the authority of the obſervation is ſtrong be- 
youd doubt, and the evidence given of it in all 
ages fo alternately. confirmed by examples and 
complaints, as to leave the fact itſelf unque- 
fonable.—That things are carried on in this 
world, ſometimes fo contrary to all our rea» 
e- that, even the race is not to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſtrong, —nay, what is 
ſtranger ſtill nor yet bread to the wile, 
who ſhould laſt ſtand in want of it, —nor yet 
riches to men of underſtanding, who you would 
think beſt qualified ** 


n RN ® % In. gbe 
are ſame ſoouet and unſcen workings in human 
affairs, whiah bafiic all ou « 

turn aſide the caurlc.of things is ſuch a man- 
ner. that the moſt likely cauſcs dilappoint 
| Hou will fer a man, of whom, was you to 
form © . from the appearances. gf 
ſatting out in the world with the faireſt pro- 
ſped of making his fortune in it; —wich all 
the advantages of birth to recommend him, 
Af perſonal merit to-fpeak for him, 
and of friends to belp and puſh him forwards: 
-you. will behold him, notwithſtanding this, 
diſappointed in every eſſect you might natu- 
rally. have looked for, from them; every ſtep 
he takes towards his advancement, ſomething 
invilible Mall, pull him back, ſome, unforeſcen 
ahſtacle ſhall riſe up perpetually in bis way, 
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yet ſome happier man ſhall till riſe up, and 
ever ſtep in before him, and leave bim ſtrug · 
Ding to the end ef his life, in the-very ſame 
place in which be ſirſi begun it. * 

The ey of a fGoond, Mall in alt reſpetis 
be the contraſt to this. He ſhall come into the 
world with the moſt unpromifing appearance, 
hall ſet forwards without fortune, with- 
out friends, without talents-to procure him 
either the one or the other. Nevertheleſs, you 
will ſee this clouded proſpect brighten up inſen · 
ſibly, unaccountably before him ; every thing 
preſented in his way, ſhall turn out beyond his 
mountable difficulties. which firſt threatened .. 
him,—time and chance ſhall open him a way, 
aa ſeries of ſucceſsful occurrences fhall lead 
him by the.hand te the ſummit of honour aud 
fortune, and, in a word, without giving kim 
the pains of thinking, or the credit of project- 
ing it, 1 
that ambition could with for. | 

The hiſtories of the lives and a of 
men are full of inſtances of this nature, ub 

p favourable 
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done for them what wiſdom or fkcill could not; 
in che warkd, who, wped tecking buckwantly. 
will not diſcover ſuch a mixtare of theſe in the 
many ſucceſsful turns which have happened in 
his life, as to leave him very little reaſon to dif 


ings, leaving them to the mercy of time and 
chance, to be furthered or diſappointed as ſueb 
blind agents directed. Whereas iu truth the 
very oppolite concluſion follows. For conſi- 
der, if 2 ſuperĩor intelligent power did not 
ſometimes . croſs. and. over-rule_ events in ths 
world then our policies and deſigns in it, 
would always anſwer according to the wiſdom 
and ſtratagem in which they were laid, and 

„ 1 * every 


S £ © O in 
as this h not ehe caſe, it neceſſarily follows, 
From Solomon's redſoning, that, if the race 
hot to the ſwift, if Tnowledpe and learning 66 
not always ſecure men from want,—nor cafe 
and ſxill infattibly make men bh in theworld ; 


God, who, though his dwellings fo high; yet 
be humbleth himſelf to behold the ching thut 
hill, and, contrary to all hopes, putting Him 
with princes, even with the princes of his peo- 
ple; which, by the way, was the caſe of David, 
who makes the acknowledgment !—And” tio 
doubt—one reaſon, why Gop has ſelefle®to 
his own diſpofal To many inftances as this, 
where events have run counter to all probabi- 


Tties——was to give teſtimony to hu provi- 
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us to a conkderation and dependence upon it, 
for the event and iuccels of our undertakings *. 
For undoubtedly —as 1 ſaid, —it ſhould ſeem 
but ſuitable to nature's lam, that the race 
ſhould ever be to the ſwift, and. the battle 
to the firong : t is reaſonable that the 
beſt contrivances and means ſhould. have. beſt 
wiſe in the caſe of man, where the wiſeſt pro · 


dence over-ruling in theſe events, it were pro- 
fane to call them chance, for they are pure der 


„ Vid. Tillotſon's fermon on this ſubjeQ. 
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as he has appointed, —ib holds them as initru- 
ments in his hands ; and, without invading the 
liberty and frae will of his creatures, can turn 
the paſſions and deſeres of their bearts-co fulfill. 
his own nghteoulnck, and work foch effects 
in human affairs, which to us Cem merely ca» 
Juai,—but to him, certain and determined, 
and what his infiaite wifdom ſees neceiary to 
be brought about, for the government and pre- 
. anR ARR 
When the fons of Jacob bad'caſt'their bro- 
ther Joſeph into the pit for his deſtrattion, — 
one would think, if ever any incident which 
concerned the fe of man deſerved to be calt 
bed chance, it was this, that the compa- 
ny of Imaelites ſhould happen to paſs by, in 
that epen country, at that very place, at chat 
time too, when this barbursty was commiit- 
wed. After be was reſcued by ſo favourable 
a contingency, —his. ie and future fortune- 
fill depended upon a ſerdes of contingencies 
equally improbable; for inſtance, had the bu- 


metz of the Iſhmaclites who bought him, car- 


r 
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ried them from Gilead, to any ether part of 
the world beſules Egypt; or, when they arrived 
there, had they fold their bond-flare to any 
other man but Potiphar, throughout the whole 
where the king's priloners were kept, or had 
it fallen out at any other crifis, than when 
Pharoah's chief butler was caſt there too, 
nad this or any other of theſe events fallen out 
-therwile than jt did, —a ſcries of unmerited 


lence of Gi thi 
duke its © the malice and cruelty of Jo- 


| | bis character 
vith an unjuſt reproach, and to, complete 
* ruin, doomed him, frieudicly a 


— _— — — — - 
— _  - 
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ſeries of a bopclcls priſoh, where be lay neglae» 
ned. Providence, though it. did not croſ the 
events, — yet providence beat them to the 
moſt merciful ends. When the whole Daaua 
was opened, then the wildam and contrivance 
of every part of it was diſplayed. Then it ap- 
peared, it was not they (as the patriarch in- 
ferred in conſolation of his brethren), ãt was 
not they who fold him, but Gon,—'twasbe 
ſent him thither before them, his ſuperin- 
tending power availed ieſeif of their paſſions — 
directed the operations of -them, —held the 
chain in his hand, and turned and wound it to 


ye had the guilt of a bad intention, —kis pro>' 
videnee che: glory of accomplififing a good ont, 
by pecſerving you « poſtdrity upon the earth, 
and bringing to paſi as # is this day, tofave 
much people ative.” All Hiſtory is full of fuck 
teſtimonies, which though they may convince 
thoſe who look no deeper than the furface of 
yet to thole who look deeper, they mani 
at the fame time, that there h a band much 
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ae the belief of which. is cf foch conſe 
quence to u, a3 to be che great ſupport and 
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tribes which bed ben -e capes int 
Babylop; he proceeds, ip de beginning of this 
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and feſtivity of that promiſed day, when they 
were to return ence more © their own land, 
enjoy again all the privileges they had Joſt, 


' Thus faith the Lord, A voice was heardin 
Rama; lamentation und bitter weeplig, Ra 
chael weeping for ber children, 2 


comforted, becauſe they were not. | 
To enter into the ful eaſe” and bedaty- of 


this deſtriptivn, it is to be remembered, that 
the tomb of Rachael, * Jacob's beloved wife, 
as we read in the 35th.of Geneſu, was fitue- 
phet raiſes one of the moſt afetting ſcenes that 
| Dr | 
forrowful 
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wailed upon this ſad occaſien, and 63 the pire» 
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_ were in the eyenef the e - end, erthe 
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his- Herod, dee of whom-the e 


articles from the greater and (= we doin 
|| — — 


bie powerat Jtedblonk, i n b nett 

His own Om, two bapeful youths, hen 
off by a public cxecuitian.———: The work men 
bave natural affetion—and fuck a firoke is 
this would run ſo contraryto the natural works 
5 2 ings 
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> Lot aides, if 'this — ——— 
My vices wo. -- i. - 

 Ab-Geſd fight . A 
man; fo black zz Herod has been thus far de- 
ſeribed———ihould be able to ſupport himſelf 
in the @vour am friendiinp of fo wile and pe- 
petrating a body of men, a8 the Roman ſ©- 
ter-balance the weight of ſo bad and deteſted 
achareter-—and be able to bear it up, as Ho- 
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r 
worde Thur he war a man of 
ambition, who fuck at nu be Len 
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rial to lis ruling paſſien, but hie vir ners. 69 


menton that 6 


day's flaughtor of the Bethlemitiſh infante— 
from the incredibility of ſa horrid an account 
re ſilenced by this-aocount of the man: 
{fo as, you would cxpett in the fame ciremmſtan- 


and © bad a heart; —<Confider; what havock 


ambition has made—how often the ſame tra- 


gedy bus been aftcd upon larger theatres ——- 


where not only the innocence of childhood — 


protection but whole countricy without di- 


liked re tho fate font. —-- oo <1 ret 
Tus wech for thenharacter of blarod-=the 
critical review of which bas many obvious uies, 
to which Frey truſt yen, having time but to - 

partienlar one which Golt-lod me 
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or the grey hai of the aged, have found no. 


Rindion have been put to the ſword ; or, what 
iu as cruel, have been. driven forth to naked- 
neſs and famine, to make way. for new ones, 
. 

a ſpecimen 
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in one day into captivity—to be ſold to the 

bidder, to end their days in cruel labour 
and anguiſh. As aſtoniſhing as the account be- 
fore us is, it vaniſhes into nothing from ſuch. 
views, ſince it is plain from all hiſtory, that. 
there is no wickednch too great for fo un- 


we may make a proper uſe of them, for tho 
fake of asus Cunisr, Amen. 
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JO B's AccounT 


SHORTNESS and TROUBLES 


Lair E, conſidered. 
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Man that is born of a wwanan, hk of few 
clays, and full of trouble +——He cometh 
forth fike @ her, and ir cut down; he 
Aba ea —— 


HERE i n h this es 

of holy Job's, upon the ſhortnck uf 
ſo beautiful and truely ſublime; that an might 
challenge the writings of the moſt celebrated 
orators of antiquity, to produce a ſpecimen of 
cloquence, ſo noble and thorduph]y affeRing. 
Whether this effect be owing, inforne meaſure, 
to the pathetic nature of the ſubjeft' refictted 
n ftile more exalted and ſuitable to ſo great 
a ſubjeR, or (which is the be 
— 2 — 
Beivg, 
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Being, who firſt inſpired man with language, 
and taught his mouth to utter, who opened 
the'Hps of the dumb, and made the tonguy'of 
the infanteloquent ;—to which of theſe we are 
to refer the beauty and fublimity of this, as 
well as that of nuniberleſs other paſſages in 
holy writ, may not ſeem now material ; but 
ſurely, without thele helps, never man was bet. 
ter qualified to make juſt and noble refleftions 
upon che ſhortneſs of buman life, and inſtabi- 
nty of human: affairs, than Job was, who had 
bimſelf waded through ſuch a ſea of trondles, 
and in his paſſage bad encountered-meny viciſ- 
It uses of ſtorms and-ſunſtiine, and by turns had 
felt doth the extremes, of all the happinek, 
zhd all the 4 that arte? der 
heir 10. 99 

as word 
overy thing that ambition could 'wiſh for ;— 
he was the greateſt of all the men of the Eaft, 
nad large and unbounded poſſeſſions, and 
no doubt enjoyed all the comforts and advan- 
tages of life, whith they could adminiſter. —— 
Perhaps you will ſay, a wife man might not be 
nn .. 
pick, 
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pines, without ſome better ſecurity for the 
ſupport of it, than the more poſſaſſion of ſuab 
goods of fortune, which often lip from under 
us, and ſometimes unaccountably make them- 
ſcives wings, and fly away.———But he had 
which bad thus far protected, was ſtill leading 
bim forwards, and ſeemed engaged in the pre - 
ſervatien and continuance of theſe hleſſinge: 


————A:0D had ſet a- bedgerabout him, and 
about all that he had on every fide. "he bed 


bleſſed all the works of bis hands, is ſub- 
ſtance encreaſed every day. Indeed, even with 
child nov brother, aa tha. wiſe man abſervriʒ 


inſtead of a'comfort; prove ſometimes @ ſore 
travel and vexation.—The mind of man.is not 


always ſatisfied with the reaſonable afſurance 
of its own enjoymenta, but will look farwards, 
and if it diſcovers ſome imaginary void, the 
want of me beloved object to fill bis place af- 
ter him, will often diſquiet itſelf, in vain, and ſay 
For whom do 1 labour, and bercave 
wyldlf of reſt ?”? 


| his bart is hagpink Gop had wi 


* * 


them, tb un afſ=Rionate parent! 
tocks foren with un Rrong an intereſt pn 
kivchildrer, 25 if ds was t6 ive over again in 


7 


= 


pinck, in one inſtant al is changed into ſorrow 


n. * * rm. — — ——— 


were part conſumed by a fire from heaven, the 
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. ItpleaſesGop, for wiſe purpoſes, to blaſt the. 
fortunes. of his. houſe, and cut. off. U bees 
of his poſterity, andgin one mournful day, 
to bring this: great prince from. his palace 
down to the dunghill. - His flocks and berds, 
in which conſiſted the abundance of his wealth, 


remainder taken away by the fyord of the. 
enemy: his ſons and daughters, whom tis na- 
tural to imagine ſo good a man had ſo brought. 
up in a ſenſe of their duty, as to give him all 
reaſonable hopes of much joy and pleaſure ia 
their future lives ;—nataraF proſyect for a pa - 
rent to look forwards at, to recompenſe him 
for the many cares and anxieties which their, 
infancy had coſt him! theſe dear pledges of bis 
future happineſs were all, all ſaatched from 
him at one blow, Juſt at the time that one 
might imagine they were beginning to be the 
comfort and delight of his old age, which moſt. 
wanted ſuch ſtaves to lean on:—and. as cir-- 
cumſtances add to an evil, fo they did to this; 
or it fell out not only by a very calami- 
tous accident, which was grievous enough in 
— 
i R 3 misfortunes, 
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mifortunes, when be was ill prepared to bear 
ſuch a ſhock ; and what would fill add to it, 
it hippeded at an hour when be had leaft rea» 
fon to expett it, when he would naturally 
think his children ferure' and out of the way 
of danger. For Wil they were feaſting 
houſe, a great wind out of the wildernels fmote 
— UE GIN 

them.” f 
Sock « concurrence of mores ure was 
the common lot of many: and yet there are 
inſtances of ſome who have undergone as .- 
perhaps by natural force of {pirits, the advan- 
tages of health, and the cordial aſſiſtance of a 
a man ſuſtain : But this was not Job's caſe z 
for ſcarce had theſe evils fallen upon him, when 
he was not only borne down with a grievous 
diſtemper, which aſſſicted him from the crown 
of his bead to the ſole of his foot, but like wiſa 
his three friends, in whoſe kind conſolationa be 
might have found a medicine, even the wiſe 
22 
havd, 
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hand, to have ſoſtened all his (arrows, inſtaad 


of doing this, they cruelly inſulted and. h 
the reproachers of his integrity. O Gov! 


what is man when thou thus bruiſeſt him, an 


mabeſt his burthez. bedvier an e eee 
grows leg Who, that had found f 


chances of this mortal life hun he conſ- 
dered himſelf now ſtripped and left deſtizate of 


held it all levelled with thegground in one mo- 
ment, and the whole proþef vaniſh with. at 
like the deſcription of an enchantment j —— 
who, 1 Hy, that had fren and fete the thock 
furwiſhed with juſt and beautiful refleQions up- 
on the. cocafion? and ſaid: with job in the 
wordzof the text, That man. thet bs bem 
of a woman, is of few days, and full of miſery z 
chat be cometh forth like a Gower, and is 

| cut 


8 [* 
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ne 
tinuath ur. 

The words of the text are an ee of 
the natural and moral vanity of man, and con- 
tain ewo diſtin®t declarations concerning bi- 
ſtate and condition in each reſpect. 

Firſt, thit be is a creature of few days; and, 
Send, that thaſe days are full of trouble. 

I ſhall make ſome reſlections upon each of 
theſe in their order, and conclude with a prac- 
tical leſſon from the. whole. 

And, firſt; that he is of few days. The com- 
pariſon Which Job makes uſe of, That man 
cometh forth like a flower, js extremely beau- 
tiful, and more to the purpoſe than the moſt, 
elaborate proof, which, in truth, the ſubjet 
will not eaſily admit of; the ſhortuck gt life. 
being a point fo generally complained of in all 
ages ſince the flood, and fo univerſally felt and 
acknowledged by the whole ſpecies, as to ro- 
quire no evidence beyond a familitude ; the in- 
tent of which is not ſo much to prove the fat. 
as to illuſtrate and place it in ſuch a light a to 
ſtrike us; and bring the impreſſion homo to 
62 * — 

| Man 


a+ . as as i a an agzs 


_— aOO 


- ny— - 
* 6 * . 


bt nd. 7 ned At: if” af 


EKR MON X „ 


and is cut down; - in dent into the worl® 
the faireſt ami nobleſt part ef Go works, — 
Salgo after the image of his Oreater;"withi 
reſpeZ to teaſon and the great faculties of che 
mind; he cometh forth ghorious ar the flower” 
of the ßeld 3 as it furpaſſes the vegetzble world 
in beauty; 1 
glory and ene of tiis nature; | 
it, ow arrives. the full — perfer-- 
tion;-is Fred to tritoiph for. a few. - 
ments, and :is plucked up by the roots in the 
and gayeſt age of its bang: or 
wy 4 are to eſcape the hands of violence, 
” eee ee 
dies 4way- - 

A rt Ge i em gabe Bram 
and bis duration foraething longer, yet the 
periods of his growth and declenſkon are r- 
ä — 
them. 

If ho apes the dengets which catenin 
tenderer yoars, be k ba rt ies the Full aaa« 
2 ——⏑—f0 and if he is fo for- 

tunate 
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tunate as not to be harried out of it then by 
accidents, by bis own folly and intemperance 
—if be eſcapes theſe, he naturally decays of 
yond which be was not made to laſt. — Like a 
flower or fruit which may be plucked up by 
force. before the time of their maturity, yet 
cannot be made to outgrew the period when 
they are to fade and.drop of themſelves ; when 
uphold the ona, or ſkill of the phyſician pre« 
ſerve the other, beyond the periods to ici 
made to extend. As Gop has appointed and 
determined the ſeveral growths and decays of 
the vegetable race, ſo he ſeems as evidently-to 
have preſcribed the fame laws to man, as well 
as all living creatures, in the fGrſt rudiments of 
which, there are contained-the ſpecific powers 
of their growth, duration and extinction 
and when the evolutions of thoſe animal 
powers are exhauſted and run down, the crea- 
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from the tree, or a flower preſerved beyond 
. —— Bath," 

Tb much for this compariſon of Job's, 
which, though it is very poetical, yet conveys 
« juſt idea of the thing referred to That 
he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continucth not, 
is no lefs a faithful and fine repreſentation 
of the ſhortneck and vatiity' of human life, of 
which one cannot give a better explanation, 
than by referring to the original, from whence 
the picture was taken. —With how quick a 
ſucceſſion do days, months and years paſs over 
our heads? —how truly like -a. ſhadow that 
departeth do they flee away inſenſihly, and 
ſcarce leave an impreſſion with us? —when we 
endeavour to call them back by. reflection, 
and confiderin what manner tbey have gone, 
bow unable are the beſt-of ws to - give a tole- 
rable account ?—and were it not for ſome of 
guiſhed a few periods of this rapid progres — 
we ſhould look back upan it all as Nebuchad- 
nexrar did upon his dream when be awoke in 


the morying ;—be was ſenſible many things 
had paſſed, and troubled him 8 


3 K R MON X. 
vad on , they: had Jeſt . 


— Ar ** 

— — An rl Wide by in the 
_ Innocent. ports of childbbod, in which we are 
pot able to make reſloctions upon them? — 


Wen graver and riper years come om, und 
we 33 —— it time to reform and Tet 
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will do the awe mhen compared with what 


Jn femme” > — ſhort a6 ie fo? 


[l De not ten thouſand actidents break off the 
. bender thread of umnan life, long beforgitcan 
l be drawn out to that extent Th mow- 


lence, and the frccek ini neny edn more 
doubtful, inſomuch that they who have exers 
ciled —— ARDEN 
i tell 
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tell an, << That one half ef the-whole ſpecies. 
which are. born into the wothd, go out of it 


wrath of the other, and fer, whether _— 
likewiſe full of trouble. 
Hud hare, we mult nat take our accu 


buve beap put to the firotd, er hrus been df 

wen ont to nahedneſi and famine to make rom 
for now-conters. Couſicer bow great « part 
of our ſpecies in all ages down to this, b 
bat it i,—how bitter a drangftit, and bow 
many lions have been made to drink of it = 


SER MON - X. wy 
which, if it can poiſon all earthly happineſs when 


exerciſed barely upon our bodies, what muſt it 


body and mind ?—— To conceive this, look 
into the hiſtory of the Romiſh church and her 
tyrants, (or rather executioners), who ſeem to 
have taken pleaſure in the pangs and convul- 
ſions of their fellow-creatures — Examine 
the inquilition, hear the melancholy notes 
ſounded in every cell: —Confder the anguith of | 
mock frials, and rhe exquiſite tortures conſe- 
quent thereupon, mercilefsly inflicted upon the 
unfortunate, where the racked and weary foul 
has fo often wiſhed. to take its leave, —but 
bow many of theſe helpleſs wretches have been 
haled from.thence in all periods of this tyran- 
nic ufurpation, to undergo the maſſacres and 
bee COS a ny religion 
has condemned them. ; 
| If this fad hiſtory and detail of the more po- 
blic cauſes of the miſeries of man are not ſuſſi - 
cent, let us behold him in anotber light, with 
reſpe® to the more private cauſcy of them, and 
aa hams not full of trouble likewiſe, 
5 8s 3 5 there. 
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. in making our way 
2 ů unn 


— — 
wards thoſe whoſt ſituation ih Re Em t 
where are they exempt from others ? Do not 
all ranks and conditions of men mert with fad 
accidents, and numberleſs calamities in other 
reſpetts, which often make them go bu 
all their lives long ? 

How many fill into chronical i | 


* 
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blow many of we 
and. inſuppertabie? 
— — — — 
— — — 
and owe their deaths to 

— eee 
our eyes upon — 2 
— —ů ng en 
bien of our fellow-creatures, 
to he inheritance but poverty and trouble, 

the neceility of their lots to drudge.- 
— craployments, and bard ſet with 
— te get enough to. krep themfcl ves 
and families alive.———So that, upon the whole, 
when we hau examined the true ſtate and. 
q allowances a dtccitful plea» 
fures, there in ſaarde any thing v0 be found 
which contradifts Job's deſcription of c 
Which ever way we look abroad, we fee fome 
legible charafters of wharGop firſt denounced 
againſt us, That in forrow we ſhould cat our 
bread, till we return to the ground, from 
ohants we wee * 


ut [But 


the miſc- 
| Moſt of theſe refletions upon 
(4X, 3. Mott of che n Woollaſton.. 


— 
v— —u— — ————̃— — - - — 


tend to cure his pride, and cloath him with bu- 


N KN 1 0 N X.. | 
to be put oat ef love with human life? To 
what purpoſe is it to expoſe the dark fides of 
it to us, or enlarge upon the infirmitics which 
nan EI Irony 
to redreſs? 

1 anfwery that the lee is meverthelels of 
great importance, ſince it is noceſſary every 
creature ſhould underſtand his preſent ſtate and 
condition, to put him in mind of behaving ſuit- 
ably to it Does nat an impartial ſurvey 
of man—the holding up this. glaſ to ſhew-him 
his defects and natural infirmities, naturally 
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mility, which is a dreſs that beſt becomes a 
ſhort-lived and a wretched creature? Dort 
not the conſideration of the ſhortneſi of our 
life, convince us of the wiſdom of dedicating 
fo ſmall a portion to the great purpoſes of 
eternity: 

Latz, When ve reſiect that this fpan.of 
life, ſhort as it is, is chequered with fo many 
troubles, that there. is nothing in this world 
ſprings up, or can be enjoyed without a mix 
ture of forrow, how inſenſibly does it incline 


neee e 
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us to turn our eyes and affeftions from fo 
gloomy = profpe, and fix them upon chat 
low os, and where Gop will wipe away all 
tears from off our faces, for ever and ever + 
Amen. 572 
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Jones 1. 3. 
Tf any man among you ſeem b 


and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, that man's religion is vain. 


F. the many duties owing bath to G 
an our neighbour, there ard ſcarce 
.." : any'men bad, as not to acquit them» 
kin of fn, and fm fo goed, 1 fc wt 


pound the matter, and adopt fo much of the 


ſyſtem, as will leaſt interfere with his prin- 
cipal-apd ruling paſſion; and for thoſe parts, 
which would occahon a more troubleſome op- 
polition, to confer them as hard ſayinge and 
{o-leave them for thoſe to practiſe whole na- 
tural tempert are better ſuited for the ſtruggle. 
2 2 man ſhall. be covetoms, opprefiive, 

T vevengeful, 
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revengeful, neither a lover of truth, or cum - 
and yet, at the ſame time, ſhall 
Nr 
of paying bis morning and evening ſacri- 
fice to Cop. So, on the other hand, a man 
ſhall live without Gov inthe world, have nei 
ther any great ſenſe of religion, or indeed pres 
tend to have any, and yet be of niceſt honour, 
conſcientiouſly juſt and fair in all bis dealings. 
And bereit is that men generally betray them- 
ſelves, deceiving, as the ſays, their own 
hearts; of which ol) 
in one degree or other i 
Lind bee in ſuch a centradifiion 40 themſelves, 
that there is no character fo hard to bean 


be either 2 matter of wonder, or of juſt rv. 
proach. Age, experiance, all ack velleftien, 
a man's. caſe of dinge, and fo uu +> 

- * transform 


Y + '* 
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into his hands, nnd be ſhall appear more ſorcka; 
more pitilchand unjuſt, that the injured hem - 


ſelves have bitterneſs to paint dim.” Ariddber 


ſhall be charitable to the poor, ' unchititeble 
in bis cenſures and opinions d alk the refifer 
the world beſides ;——temperate in hi uppe- 
rites, intemperate in his tongue; mall have 
too much conſcience and religion to cheat the 
man who truſts him, and perhaps, as far as the 
buſineſs of debtor and creditor extends,” ſhalt 
be juſt and ſcrapulom to the uttermaſt mite ; 
yet in matters of full as great concern, where 
he is to have the handling of the parties repu- 
tation and good name, the deareſt, the ten- 
dereſt property the man has, he will do bin 
vreparable damage, 80d rob him there with- 
1 * e or piy r ad- 

And this feems'to be that particular pee 
of inconſiſtency and contradiftion which the 
text is levelled at; in which the words ſeem fo 
pointed, as if St James had known more f- 
grant ipſtances of this kind of delufien than 
what bad fallen under the obſervation of any 
of the reſt of the apoſtics ; be being more re- 


1+ 


* 
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e 
ed himſeif, and, as his bleſſed Maſter foretold 
All u Aber in the gulp, his unaſſected 
and. perpetenl folicitude for the preſervation 
of his flock, his watchings; his faffings, his po- 
verty, his natural fiinplicity and innocence of 
lie; 41! perhaps were not encdgh to defend 
him from this rar weapon, fr full of dead- 
+ And what in ll likefibood might 

— 6d mote, ſome 
who ſeemed the wolt it und zalom of 
all bis converts, were the moſt Inercilefs and 
uncharitable. in that veſpe ; being 2 form 
of geeinck, full of Liter curyingy anda. 
Wich ſuch k that heexpoſtubates fo large- 

y in the third chapter of his opiſtie : end there 
ͤ—U— 2 as 
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—— —— 
— — to bac 
The wiſdom that is from above in pure, peace 
able, geatle, full of mercy, without partiality, 
withpur bypocaify, The wildom from aber, 
— that heavenly religion which Þhave preach- 
ed to you, is pure, alike and conſiſtent with 
univerſally kind and benevolent in. all caſes 
prace upon.carth, good will towards men ; its 
rafter is love, that kind -principle which 
brought it down, in the pure exerciſe of which 
cenkits the chief cajoyment of heaven from 
whenge it came. Buy, this: prafiice, my: e- 
r 


fountain ſend forth, at the ſame. place, ſweet 


thyen, bear olive berrics, einher a vine, figs? Lay 
your hands upon. your hearts, and let your 
1 

8 1 pr:nciple 
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F — . with * ä 
ledge, lat him ſhew it, out af > gaod conver». 
ſation, with mache of wildom. But—if 
any man amongſt you ſcemeth: to be religious 
—ſcemeth to be, fdr tuby religious be cau- 
not be, ——and. bridleth not his tongue, but 
deceiveth his own beart, this man's religion is 
van This is the fall force-of St James's 
reaſoning ; upon Which I bave dwelt the more, - 
it being the foundation. upon which is ground- 
ed this clear decifion of the matter left us in 
the tent. In which the apoſtle ſeems to have 
ſet the two characters of a faint and a flan+ 
derer at ſuch vaviance, that ons would bave 
thought they could never have had a heart to 
have met together again. But there art po 
alliances too ſtrange for this world, —tHow 
27 may 
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many may we pblerye every day, oven pf.the 
gentler ſex, as well gs our ann, who, ihn 
conviftion of doing much wrong, in the df 
of A full career of calm and defamation, 
riſe up punctual at the Rated hour of prayer, 
leave the cruel ſtory half ;untald till they re- 
tam,———go,—and kneel down þbefort the 
throne of heaven, thank Gov that he had 
not made chech Hike others, and that his Ho- 
iy Spirit bad enabled them to perform the.du- 
ties of the day, in fo — abi neafiteg> 
tious a maniier t + | LOT 
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in all ravks of people, "whether to-gratify = 
Þttle unge vero reſenement ;——whether of- 


narrowneſs and poverty of ſoul, ever h 
tient of merit and ſuperiority in others; 


being witty, (a taleat in which ill-nature and 
malice are no ingredients) ;—or, laſtly, be- 
ther from a natural cruelty of dilpolition, ab- 
ſelf: to which one, er whether to all jojotly, 
we arc indebted for * 


ther a mean ambition, or the inſatiate luſt bf- 


err 


KAnn 
thus tuch is certaty, from whatever fecds ir 
ſtruftive to, an they are uubecoming a civilie 
zed people. To paſi a hard and M- natored re- 
fiction, upon an undeſigoing action ; to invent, 
or, which is equally bad, to propagate a vexa- 
tious without colour and grounds; to 
an innocent man of his charatter and 
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and ute and faich, Aw 1 not in fport ? ail 
worſe wativet; the whole appears ſuch a com- 
plication of badncſs, as requires no words or 
warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride, treach- 
love, may hare been faid, in one ſuaye or other, 
to bave eccafioned all the frauds and milchicfs 
that cer happened in the world; but the 
* a coincidence of them all " 

ant 
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ene perſom are fo many, that. one would hive - 


ſuppoſed the charadter of a common ſlanderer 
=s rare and difficult a production in nature, at 
that of a great ra, which ſcldods bappens 
above once in au age. Ai, CH OT, oft 
wrote his epiltie, we have been very foccefeful 
in later days, and have found out the art, by 
2 proper management of fight and ada, to 
compound all theſe vices together, ſu us ba ye. 
body and ſtrength to the wholn, nn noone 
but a diſcerning artiſt is able c dieter the 
labours that jon in finiſhing the picture A, 
indeed, like many other bad orighnels in the 
world, —it ſtands in need of alt the dif es N 
ha. For who could be enamoured of & this 
rater, made up of @ lee 5 cn, 


and deformed ſhape, — wich all its nuturabenid 
Seas inkirchities Laid oper to public vitw*- 


Aud therefore, it were £0 be wiſhed, that 
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in not $0. or | 
Fo — 7 — bot by is 


ſorry for it —hopes in Gov it i not t 
however, ns Archbiſhop Thilothon wintily ob- 
ſerves upon it, h weed, 10 che mean time, 


to give the report ber pak, chat at leaſt it may 
have fair play totake Its ſortone in the world, 
to be believed or not, according to the cha- 
— — pn ITN. © 
© Gn? 
E tity ergo 
to ſatiate as well un diſguiſe itfetf. But f the 
{moother weapons cut i ſore, hat ſhall we 
ſay of open and unbluſhing ſcandal —ſubjeRtcd 
to wo "caution, —tied down to no refieaints? 
lf the one, like an arrow ſhot in the dark, 
does nevertheles ſo much ſecret miſchief, — 


this, fike the peſtilence, which rageth at noon 
| day, 
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e en, 
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rue, and as great 4 Pn of Juſtice to expaſe.s 
viciow charager, and paint it in its proper 
Eee = ving, 


p che tad, — out af . 
without indelgences to any. private paſſion af 
our on, tis a ce hape fo ſeldom, | 
that ones might -veatury.t0 exceyt its; + --,- 

Howe, to thoſa Wein this-objettion are 
really concerned for the cauſs af virtue, 1 can- 
more efſeftually forve her intereſt, and be a 
beer token of their zeal and attachment to 
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deſhut againſt them in all public places, till they 
bad fatizhed the world, by giving teſtimony of 
a better liſe—A few ſuch plain and honeſt 


this is done,—it avails little that we have no 
mercy upen them with our tongues, ſince they 
eſcape without feeling any other inconvenience. 
We all cry out that the world is corrupt, 
und I fear too juſtly ;—but we never re- 
fict, what we have to thank for it, and that 
it is our open countenanceof vice, which gives 
the lye to our private cenſures of it, which is 
its chief protection and encouragement. —To 
thoſe, however, who fill believe, that evil- 
ſpeaking js ſome terror to evil doers, one may 
anſwer, as a great man has done upon the occa- 
ſion, chat after all our exbortations againſt it 
u not to be feared, but that there will be 
evil-ſpeaking enough left in the world to cha- 
ſtiſe the guilty, and we may ſafely truſt them 
to an ill-natured world, that there will be no 
failure of juſtice upon this ſcore. The pal- 
fions of men are pretty ſevere executioners, 
and to them let us leave this ungrateful taſk, 
 U3 ——and 
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nd rather ourſelves. cndeavour to .coltÞ 
vate that more friendly one, recomniended by 
the apaoltle, —<f letting all bigzerneſs, and 
wrath, and clamour, and ei- ſpenhing, be 
put away from uz, A being kind to one ano» 
thery—tender-hearted, Gargiving ome avother,, 
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themſelves upon their father Iracl's death, 
when, becanſe it was in Joſeph's power to re- 
venge-the deadly iojury they had formerly 


done him, chey concluded in courſe, that it 
was in his intention), will lead us to a beauti- 


ful example of this kind is the character and 


behaviour of Joſeph conſequent thereupon ; 
and as it, ems u pern anif- very engaging 


Joſeph in his-youth, to this laſt a& of remif- 
fron, at the cenclufien of his lifez may be faid 
to be a maſterpicce of -hiftary. - There is hot 
only in e manner theougbout Ich a Hippy 
Phough mcommon mixture. of .ſunplicity and 
grandeur, mbich is a double. character © hard 
to be united that it is ſeldom to be met with 


in compeſivent-merely human; but it h 
lkewiſe related-with the greateſt variety of 


tender and affeting circumſtances, which would 
duct of almaſt every part aud ſtage of a man's 


Bf But az the words of the text, as well 
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as che inteptian and compaſs of this d I 
particulagly cooling me. to ſpeak. only. te 
point, pamely, the forgivenels, of ipgurice, i 
will be praper only: te conbder Sch ce 
ſtances of the ory a8, will, place this inſtance 
of it in itz, juſt Jight z ad then. proceed to 
rays OY gt the great exam- 
o nan We 

ts before „ 
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k 
ſous of Jacob had fallen into. Nb power, 
when, they weve forced by the forench of the 
famine ,to TN Egypt to. boy corn, 
and had a wan even to 
— ye, 
d then to have dead, and piouſly to 
| into the over-ruling .providency 
— wg pn ye 
s dillembled. 
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to be the c vf any warm and ſadden tranſ- 

which tnight as ſuddevly give way to 
rr 
From a ſettled principle bf uncommon genero- 
ity in bis nature, which was above the temp- 
tation of uſe of an opportuaity for re- 
venge, which U — —— 
had put into his bands for | 
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dende of his addons. to them afterwards, in 


nd of Goſhen, the. zicheſt pare of KN 
of | bis. love and-kimdneſs.. And get it s plain 
al chis d not clear bis mat e from ſuſpicion, 
ves it. pot that the. whole trankafiion, was 
tice io Joleph's,charager,. and ſpeak of bim 
would be apt. you will ſay, to imagine here, 
that Moſs might poſſibly have omitted ſame 
curgumitagces, of Jolph's behaviour, which had 
alarmed his breghren, betwirt the time of his 
ficſt, reconciliation and chat of their father's 
death——For they could not be ſuſpiciow of 
bis intentions without fome cauſe, and fear 
where, no frar was. —But dars net d guilty = 
cankience often do ſo? and though it has the 
grounds, . yet wants the power to think 1 
ae. ' . A K tht YI TIE 
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' And'could we look into the hearts of thele 
who know they deſerve Hl, we ſhould ind 
many an inſtance, Where « Kindneſs from a: 
irhured hand, where there was Yeaſt reaſon 9 
expedt one, has ftruck deeper, and touched the 
heart with a degree of remorſe and concern, 
which perhaps no ſeverity or reſentment could 
bave reached. This refle con will in ſome mea- 
fare help to explain this difficulty which occurs 
In the Rory. For it is obſervable, that when 
the injury they had done their brother wad 
their minds, and moſt likety to have fied 
them with a ſenſe of guilt, we find n 
ledgment or complaint +0 one” another * 


down to'Egypt, we read not onoe · of any ſor- 
row or compunctzon of beart which they had 
felt during all that time, for what they 
parent—(and as men are ingenious caſuiſts in 
their own affairs), they had, probably, as at- 
6 upon their own conſcienoes 54 

and 
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and poſlibly had never impartially refleted up- 
on the ation, or conſidered it in its juſt light, 
till the many ad of their brother's love and 
kindack had brought it before them, with al 
the circumſtances of aggravation which his bo- 
haviour would naturally give it.—They then 
began matargly te conkder what they had 
ted him in bis. childhood for that, which, if it 
was 2 ground of complaint, aught rather to 
have been charged upon the indiſcretion of the 
parent, than conſidered as a fault in him. That 
upon à more juſt examination, and a better 
knowledge of their brother, they had wanted 
ven. that pretence.—It was not a blind 
which ſeemed firſt to have directed 
gheir father's affeQion-to him, —though then 
they thought ſo,—for doubtleſs ſo much good- 
nelp and benevolence as ſhone forth in his na- 
ture, now that he was a man, could not ly 
all of it fo deep concealed in his youth, but the 
city of a parent's eye would diſcover it; 
and that in courſe their enmity towards him 
was. founded upon that which aught to have 
AMW, 
U X 2 ly 
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in the world, who had not yet found out the 
att of diſſembling his bopes and erpectatzöus, 
and was farce airived at an age” th epmpre- 
bend there was ſuch a thing in the world as 
envy and ambition: — chat if ſack offences in 
a brother ſo fairly carried their own excuſes 
with them, what could they ſay for themidlve, 
when they conſidered it was for this they hall 
21moſt unanimouſly conſpired to rob him of his 
life ?—and though they were happily reſtraiu- 
ed from ſhedding his blood upon Reuben's ve- 
monſtrance, that they had nevertheleſs all 

-gvilt of the intention to aufwer for. 
whatever motive it was, which thin | 
their hands, their conſciences 5 
could not be a good one, ſince they had h- 
ged the ſentence for one no'lefs croel in infetf, 
and what to an ingenuous nature was worſe 
than death, to be fold for a ſlave. —The ohe 
was common to all, the other only to the 
unfortunate. That it was not compaiien 
— — 


. 2 


D 
have found it, when they bo ee 
+ fuer beighten 


his foul, when, be 

not hear That if aught 

the remorſe af baniſhing a youth, without pro- 
vocation, for ever from his country, and the 
. tho erp echt 


where. the. affliftion of it was rendered till 
ſharper by the daily expeRation of being re- 
membered by Pharaoh's chief butler, and the 
diſappointment of finding himſclf ungratefully 
forgotten.—And though Moſes tells us, that 
he found favour in the fight of the keeper of 
the priſon, yet the Plalmiſt acquaints us that 
his ſufferings were {till grievous ; Tha bis feet 
5 X 3 were 


| 


266 SER MON XxX. 
even into his ſoul. And no doubt, his be- 
thren thought the ſenſe of their injury nat 
have entered at the ſame time, and was then 
It is natural to imagine they argued and 
reflefted in this manner ; and there ſeems no 
neceſſity of ſecking for the reaſon of their un» 
eaſineſ and diſtruſt in Joſeph's condutt, of any 
other external cauſe, fince the inward work 
ings of their own minds will eaſily account for 
the evil they apprehended. —A ſeries of benefits * 
and kindneſſes from the man they bad injured, 
gradually heightened the idea of their own 


guilt, till at length they could- not conceive, - 


þow the treſpaſs could be forgiven them ;— 
it appeared with fuch freſh circumſtances of 
aggravation, that though they were convin- 
ced his reſentment flept, yet they thought it 
only flept, and was likely fome time or othey 
to awake, and moſt probably then, that their 


involving him in his revenge had ceaſed, and 
all the duty and compaſſion be owed to the 
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and in the following verſe, 1 
cordingly ſending to him to depreeate the e 


they dreaded; and either, becauſe they thought 
own, in this application—or tather, that they 
might not commit a freſh injury in emmy to 
ſuſpect his ancerity, they pretend their father's 
direction; for we rend they fent meſſengers 
.unto Joſeph ſaying, Thy father did command 
before he died, faying;—fo ban ye fay unte 
Joleph, —— Forgive, I pray this now, the 
treſpaſs of thy brethren and their ſin, for they 
did unto- thee evil : and now we pray thee, 
forgive the treſpaſs of the ſervants of the Gor 
of thy father.” The addref was not without 
art, and was conceived in fach words as em- 
ed to ſuggeſt an argument in their favour, — 
as if it would not become him, who was but a 
fellow-ſervant of their father's God, to har- 
Gop had given him againſt his children. Nor 
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weas there a reaſon in any thing, but the feaps 
of a guilty conſcience to apprebend. it, as ap- 
met, which was ſuch as beſpoke an uncommon 
goodneks of axture ; for when they thus ſpake 
pathy for the ſorrow and diſtrels of fo many 
fons of his father, now all in his power, pain 
at fo open and ingenuom a confeſſion of their 
guilt, concern and, pity for the long puniſh- 
a remorſe, which ſo many years lecmed not to 
bave diminiſhed, the aſſecimg· idea of their 
condition, which had ſeemed to reduce them 
to the necellity af bolding up; their hands for 
mercy, hen they had loſt their protector, 
ſo many tender paſſions {ſtruggling together at 
once overcame him; be burſt into tears, 
which ſpoke what yo language could attempt. 
It will be needleſ therefore to enlarge avy 
with ſo beautiful a picture of a compaſſionate 
and fargiving temper, that I think no worde 
can heighten it; but rather Jet us endes- 
conan out by what helps and * 
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 exalte andreagaging n virtue Perhaps 
you will ay, That one o thoraaghly. com. 

vinced, as Joſeph ſeemed to” be, of the over- 
— — — 


makes uſe f the malice and piſſives of men, 
and turus them as inftruments in his band; to 


upon bis heart and fag; hai eſta, in inftences 
where anger and revenge had ſcized him, has 
this doctrine come in to his aid. Lin the 
bit terneſo af an affrout, how often bas it caim- 
ed his paſſigns, and checked the bury uf his re- 
ſentment ? —True and univerſally. believed-2s 
the doctrine iv angst us} it fen does this 
ſome wiſe ſtatute, never executed or thoaghtt 
— — — pee 
t was not be, 
. twew/ gretet 
* inſtance, 


3% . E IA NOR Xl 
inſtance, where Joſeph ſcams to acknowledge 
the influcnce it had upon him; in bisdeclara- 
tion, That it was not they, but Gop who 
ſent him.” And does not this virtue ſhine the 
beighteft is ſack a glam application of the pev- 
ſuakon to fo bevievolent.a purpolket - - 
Without -derogating from a end of tis 
forbearance, he might bo ſuppoſed" to have caſt 
an eye upon the change and uncertainty of hu. 
man affairs which he bad ſeen bimfclf, and 
which had convinced him we were all in ove 6- 
nother's power by turns, and ſtand in need of 
one another's pity and- compaſſion :——and 
that to reſtrain the cruelticy. and ſtop the 
inſolences- of mens reſentments, Gon has fo. 
ta Gs cnt gation 
pon cur 077 beads, and mens rien de 
upon their own pates. ' 
eee 
6 pupae Cy — be was the 
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moſt refine! and generou pitch of virtue, hu- 
man nase can ane at —® Cowards bars 
22 
e coward never forgave. —It is not in 
his nature che power of doing it flows 
only from 4 Rrengeh and greatneſs: of foul, 
conſcious of irs own forte and ſecurity, and 
above the Hietle temptations of reſenting every 
fruitleſs attempt to interrupt its happineſ. 
Moreover, ſetiing aſide all conſiderations of 
his charaRey, in paſſing by an injury, be was 
the trueft friend Mew to hu own bappineſs 
and peace of mind; he never felt that fretful 
ſtorm of paſſiotm which hurry men on to ach 
of revenge, or fuffered thoſe pangs of horror 
which purer it. —Tbus be might poſſibly ar- 
por, and ho further for want of a berter 
fountlation and better helps, he could raiſe the 
building no "higher to carry it upwards to 
its perfeton we muſt call in to our aid that 
more ſpiritual and reſmed doctrine introduced. 
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as the mere el wakn yan de, when the ks 
your fried. Ih, ne doubt, is the m- 
dency of his religion - but how when; or in 
what degrees it fucceeds, — how, nearly be 
pradiice keeps pace with the thevry, the All- 
wile. ſearcher into che hearts. of: mes, alone i 
able to ditermine.. But it, in to be feared, chat 
ſach great efſets are not. ſo ſenſibly lt, an 2 
{ſpeculative man would expett front ſuch power- 
ful motivess and there is many « Chriſtian fo- 


the letting out of waters, the opening a breach 
. which 
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—— 
dope ity and not 
again. Ae ch friend, it may hehre 
not ſaid att and if have, that he fpeak ir not” 
again. ' Theres that [lippeth in his ſpeech, 


not only to bite hin br en be pee 
— even to parkuskira down, and pat 
i war u his power to make repriſals. | wo 
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The baſeneſi of this is ſuch, that it is ſuſſi- 
cient to make the fame obſervation which 
was made upon the crime of parricide amongſt 
the Grecians:—it was fo black, their lo- 
giſlators did not ſuppoſe it could be committed, 
and therefore made no law to puniſh it. 
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DUTY of ſetting Bounds 
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—wauldeft thou be ſpoken fer to the king, 
or the captain of the hoſt Fa 

= 1 dwell among mine own pea 
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\HE fot mene ent ie An 
| which che prophet Eliſha puts into the 
m mouth of his ſervant Gehazi, az a mb 
ſage of thank $0 the woman of Sheng er 
her great kintine and boſpitality, of which, 
after the acknowledgement of hi juit ' aſe, 
which Gehazi is. bid t deliver in the w, 
—— Bchold, thou ha@ been carefpl for w 
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may beſt make e ret ju 
wing ee gs Wh 


bay = 17 


26 8 f * MON A. 
done for thee? Wouldelt thou be fpoken for 
to the king, or the captain of the hoſt !” Thi 


Pt of the texth tbe bn te : if, 
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tage which the prophet intended to 
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it was, thint as often as bo paſſed by, be tarneT 
| in thither to ext bread. The facred hiſtorian 
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which the ſimpſicity of thoſe times required : 
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ſiſtent : that * ans 
:- that he had never, in any ond inte 
of his life, aS as if be hed any ve in the 
affairs of this world, in Sh 'he had never 
intereſiddtlintifet all/ but where the glory 
of his —— 
et late inſtance, before he ce te 
—— 
ſuve done, in — 
lee, —and as The f. 
juſt b * 
doubt ie ba beard the me © 
deny bis favour; rr that a certain | 
ad ew ried 2 
= — wheat wis 
worſe, charged with a debt ſh6 was not 


allowed of ſeizing ber two ſons! | 
lis bondfinen ;—ſo that ſhe had not ogy 
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her baſband, Which bed made ber. miſerable 
enough already, but was going to bejbcreaved 
of ber children, which were the only comfort 
and ſupport of ber life; that upon her coming 
to-Kliſha with, this fad Rory, h was gouched 
with campaiſeg for ber misfortunes, and bad 
uſed all.the. power, apd intoreſt which be had 
with his God te relieve. and befriend. ber, 
which an anrupheard of manger, by the mirs 


tian, or offend the purity of his manners; —— 
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an ides of che worth and merit of ber gueſt, 


the tumult and diffration of 4 large family 
were not fit for the ſilent meditations of fo ho- 
Jy-a ans, . who would perpetually there meet 
with ſomething either te interrupt his devo- 


— what is no Gnall part of 6on- 
Serring a favour, be would foarce feel the 


_ welght of it of a6 leaſt much feldomer in this 
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mind ef bis eblizution, IF; any ng could 
Mill add to this—@ wes —ther- it id not ap- 
pea» to de the. dry Mer of a faint civility, 
but that it eame day from the heart. There 
is n micety in honeſt minds, which will not ac- 
cept of «' cold une get Uſer, —and oven 
when it appears to befincere und truly meant, 
there is a modeſty in true merit which knows 
not how to aetept it ; and n doubt the bad 
one, if not bath theſe difficulties to cengner in 
their turns —Por we read, that the conferain- 
of tim, und nr all Hkeltthood est His nctop- 
tance of ® with-all the-wermth and friendly 
— args ger] 

it is with benefits ns with injurics in this 
reſpeRt, that we do not 'fo much weigh the 
a, we cotfider-no: pert of them d much as 
conſequent; upon this, own he beheld it 
abrough 9 —— atrax- 
tageuu tight a» tber ft. 1 
Rr — 
2 — ann 
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he expreſſes in the 4cxt in the — man- 

ver Rebold, thou baſt bean careful for 
us with all. this. cater hat ſhall be done 
for cha Wald thou be 


{pokes for to the 
king, or cha captain of his hoſt?” There is @ 
degree of honaſt impatience in the words, ſuch 
as was natural to « good many who would. 
Dot be babind.hand with his beach foe. —But 
there in oneything which may foem Grange at 
firld Gight, that, as her tation and condition in 
life was ſuch, that ſhe appeared rather to have 
abounded already than Rood in want of any 
CER 


kndicy of he charafier on the one hand, o, 
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and lafting-Cruice to his fen. 

- But we are v6 een, — 

veurs, we o& differently from what we do in 

confroing them :———in the ene ale, we ſun- 
Z 2 ply 
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ply conſider what is beſt, iu the other, uα 
is moſt acceptable. The reaſons, -thad. we 
have a right to act according to our own Ideas 
of what vin do the party moſt good, in the caſe 


——— 
endeavour to repay in fach = manner as ws 
think is moſt likely to be accepted in diſcharge 
of the obligation.——So that, though we are 
not to imagine Flttha could be wanting in re- 
Hgjous dutzes, as well u wiſhes to fo 

a friend, we may yet ſuppoſe, he was Or 

here by this principle of equity, and that, 
in reflechng in what manner he ſhould requite 
his benefactreſi, he had conſidered, that to one 
of her «Muent condition, who had all the rea- 
ſonable comforts of an independent life, — 
if there was any paſſion yet unſativfied, it muſt 
certainly be ambition: that though in general 
it was an irregular appetite, which in moſt. 
caſes tens dangerom to gratify, yet, in elſef, 


acquired was perverted to bad and vieious pur- 
es pd 
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the ſpe on the bad already given of ber dilpo- 
ſing, hich awed, be le did with For 
it only as it would enable het rant | 
to expand ber arm is kind offers, and increafe | 
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bs bod, marited by d 
could not be emplpyed fo well as in 
fo fGafely waſted avith it N a juſtibable 
II | fayour,—though one Hot 
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only his virtue, but even himſelf behind him. 

Whether the Shunamite dreaded to make 
this dangerow experiment of - herſelf, —or, 
which is more likely, that ſhe had learned to 
ſet bounds to her deſires, and was too well ſhe 
tified with her preſent condition to be tempt · 
ed out of it, ſhe declines: the offer in the cloſe 
of the text:“ I d amongſt mine own 
people ;7 aa F the had faid, — The intended 
kindneſs is far from being wall, but it is not 
uſeful to me; I he here, as thou art a witnek, 
in peace, in a contented obſcurity ;—not fo 
high as to provoke envy, nor > low ts to be 
trodden down and deſpiſed. In this fafe and 
middle ſtate, as I have lived amongſt my own 
people, ſo let me tie out of the reach, both of 
the cares und glories of che wr. Tutte, 
o hofy man of Gov? that? leni dme timie 

or other to ſet bounds to my deſires; and if l 
cannot fix them 'now, when 1 have already 
more than my wants require, when ſhall 1 
hope to do it? ——Or how Thould TexpeR 
that even this increaſe of bonour & Fartune 

4 * would 


a bigh exaltation has at -once overcome, n 
ſoentirely changed; as if the party had laft not 
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cauſe, if ur mne to cruſt the face and courle r 
things, weſcarce ſee any virtue ſa handto be put 
in practice, and which the generalizy.of H 
kind feemdo un willing to learn, as this of know. 
ing when they: have cnough, and when it is 
but nothing is more eaſy, you willanſwer, than 
to fix this paint, and ſet certain bounds to it. 
* For my own part, you will ſay, I declare, 
want and would wiſh no. mare, but a ſuſſ 
cient competency. of thoſe things which are 
requiſite to the real uſes and oc of life, 
ſuitable to che way I have beep taught to cx- 
pet from -uſe and _cdecation.” But recallet 
are ſecured, but that new. oecahans and 'new 
neceſſities preſent themſelves, and every day as 
you grow richer, frelt> wants arc diſcovered, 
2 before, yon, as you. aſcend the 
hill; fo that every g pou: takogevery 
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& ſacred a tene nber 
foundation f. weatth--or - power I the 
groutd-work- it «not: laid: within. your own 
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Se end intapeeiible nicy be th © 
happincfs, which a moderate fortune and m- 
derate deſires, with a conſciouſneſs of virtue, 
will ſecure. —Many are the filent pleaſares of 
the honeſt peaſant, who riſes chearful to his 
labour; — hy ſhould they not !——Look 
into his houſe, the feat of each man's hap- 
pincſs ; has be not the fame domeſtic endear- 
ments, the fame joy and comfort in bis 
children, and as flattering hopes of their doing 
well, to enliven his hours and glad his heart, 
as you could conceive in the higheſt ſtation ? 
Aud I make no doubt, in general, but if 
the true ſtate of his joy and ſufferings could 
be fairly balanced with thoſe of his betters, 
whether any thing would appear at the foot 
of the account, but what would recommend 
the moral of this diſcourſe. —This, I own, is 
not to be attained to, by the cynical ſtale 
trick of haranguing againſt the goods of for- 
tune, —they were never intended to be talked 
out of che world. But as virtue and true 
wiſdom ly in the middle of extremes, n 
one hand, not to neglect and deſpiſe riches, fo 
“vi. ] = 


No n 
purſue and lee them {@ az to forget G 
but alway ſomething more impertum in our 
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The ox knoweth. his owner, and the af bis 
maſter's bree, "AER 
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a giddy, R e gone 
rality of mankind ; TT ha ah the Eta 
is undone, Is, becauſe the world does not cop- 
nor the uns relation themes bear to bim. 
Could they conſider this, and learn to weigh 

the cauſe, and compare the conſcquences of 
| Aa things, 
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things, and to exerciſe the reaſon which Gop 
has put into us for the government and direc- 
tion of our lives, —there would d ſome hopes 
of a reformation :——but, as the world goes, 
there is no leiſure for ſuch enquiries, and fo 
full are our minds of other matters, that we 
have no time to aſk, or a heart to anſwer the 
queſtions we ought to put to ourſelves. 5 
« Whatever our condition is, tis good to be 
acqueinted with it in time, ts be able to fap- 
ply what is wanting, and examine the ſtate 
up to an impartia] Julge. | 
. 
nefsof this—there being few, I believe, either 
ſo thoughtleſs, or even ſo bad, but that they 
ſometimes enter upon this duty, and have ſome 
ſhort intervals of ſelf examination, which they 
are forced upon, I from no other motive, yer 
at leaſt to free themſelves from the load and 
oppreſſion of ſpirits they mult neceſſarily be 
ſubje& to without it. But as the ſcripture 
Frequently intimates, —and obſervation con- 
— — 
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ful, than by a ſhort enquiry into chem. 1 hall 
ſome of the many unhappy ways by which 
we often ſet about this irkſome taſk of exami- 
ning our works, without being citber the bet 
ter or the wiſer for the employment. "ny 
And firſt, then, let us begin with that ich 
is the foundation of almeſt all the other falſe 
meaſares we take in thi matter, chat d, the 
ſetting about the examination of our works, be- 
fore we ave prepared with honeſt diſpoſitions 
to amend them. This is beginning the work 
at the wrong end. Theſe previous diſpoſitions 
in the beart, are the wheels that ſhould make 
this work go cafity and fucceffully forwards, 
—and to take them off, and proceed without 
them, tis no miracle if, like Pharach'schariots, 
they that drive them, drive them heavily 


ts 
to reform his fautts, — tis not likety be ſhould 
be enelined to fee them er will all the 
weekly preparations that ever were wrote, 
— point i that, wich 
A 2 2 how 
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how ſerious a face foevef he begins to examine, 
ve no longer does the office of an enqui- 
yer,—but an apologiſt, whoſe bulinck is not to 
ſearch for truth, —diac ſkilfully to hide it, 
—— Sg long—therefore, as this pte- engage- 
ment laftz betwWixt the man and his old habirs, 
— there is little proſpect of proving his workt 
10 any good purpoſe of whatever kind they 
are, with © ſtrong an intereſt and power on 
their fide. 4 in other trials, fo-tn this, th 
no wonder if the evidence is puzzled and con- 
founded, and the feveral fats and circum. 
ſtances fo twiſted from their natural ſhapes, 
and the whole proof fo altered and confirmed 
on the other fide, as to leave the ball Rakes 
of that man even worſe-than the firſt. 
And unhappy, thang yaierel — 
ja this grout, duty of proving our works, —iz 
that which, che apoſtle hints at ; in the doing 
it, not by a direct examination of our own. 
with the lives and ce of other n. 
When &@ man is going to enter upop this 
work of ſelf-cxamination, there is nothing 
— Dag; round him 
inſtead 


* 
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inſtead of looking wirbin him. He looks 
round, —finds out ſome one who is nove ma- 
licious,—ees another that is more covetous, 2 
third that is more proud and imperious than 
himſelf, —and fo indirectly forms a judgment 
of himfelf, not from a review of his life, and 
a proving of his own works, as the apoſtle di- 
rect him, but rather from proving the works 
of others, and from their infirmitiey and defects 
drawing a deceitful concluſion in favour of 
Dee may venture to ſay, there will be ever 
fo much of tel. love in a man, at to draw a 
flattering likeneſs of one of the parties —and 
tis well if he has not ſo much malignity too, 
as to give but a coarſe picture of the other, — 
finiſhed with fo many hard ſtrokes, as to make 
the one as unlike its original as the other. 
Fun 
moment be formed the idea to himſelf of all 
the vices and corruptions that could poſſibly 
enter into the man's character —and with 
great dexterity ſtated all his own virtues and 
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nenct and frequent faltings, txaRtneks in the 
debts and. ceremonies of chr law 5. tit belan- 
cing the account as he ought to have done, in 
this manner What! though this man is a 
Publican and a finner, have not I my vices as 
well as he? Tu true, his particular office tx» 
a devomrer of widow's houſes, and guilty of 
one of the moſt cruel inſtances of the ſame 
crime? He poſſibly is a profane perſon, and 
may fot religion at nought bet do not I my- 
ſelf, for a pretenee, make long prayers, and 
bring the greateſt of all ſcandals upon veli- 
gion, by making it the cloak to my ambition 
and worldly views : — If be, laſtly, is debauch- 
ed or intemperate am not I conſcious of as 
corrupt and wanton diſpolitions; and that, 4 
fair and guarded ontſide is my beſt pretence 
to the ogpolite.charater. | 

If a man will examine his works by a com- 
A 
e eee 


it R 6 rf N NW. af 
generally turns but to bea enero and 
delulaye to che man bimſelf,— as it i uncandid 
to the man who is dragged into the campari- 
ſon; and whoever judges of himieif by this 
rule, —ſo long as there iv. mo ſcarcity. of vicious 
character in the world,-—'tis w be feared, be 
wall, often rake the on of triumph and 
rejoioingy———where, zu truth, be oughtirather 
to be ſorry and aſhamed. rr e 
A third error in the manner of proving or 
works, is what. we are guilty of, when. we 
leave out of the calculagion the enly-material 
parts of them. -I mat, the matives and firſt 
principles from hene they proeneded. There 


is many a fair inftance of genervlity, chaſtity, 
and felf-denial, which the world may give a 


be truth — —— — 
by a thouſand inſtances in life;———and yet 
there ® nothing more uſual than: for u mn, 
when be is gaing-upen this duty of felt un- 
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Fes the world u Jay ill of him.” If the world 
has no expreſs evidence, this indeed may be an 
argument of his good luck z—but no fatisfac- 
and yet, through caution, — through deep-laid 
appearances, as never to want this negative 
vo evil of him, how tittle ſoever he deſerves 
. Of all ye upon & man's ſelf, this may 
be ſaid to be the ſlighteſt ; this method of pro- 
ving the goodneſs of our works ——differing 
but lietle in Lind Gow thet unhappy one, 
ä—— — he ans 
to the balance or the touch-ſtone to try its 
worth, —they ignorantly go-forth ; try if they 
can pak it upon the world: A fo, all is well, 
and they are ſaved all the expence and pains 


the cheat. 
— — 8 
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A fourth error, in this: duty af -examiniGon. 
of well-meaning creatures are inſnared in the 
confelfion, of works of fuperetagation, and 
the many lucrative prafilicts raiſed upod that 
to ſuch a height in Popiſh countries, that if 
you was at Rome or Naplet now, and was 
| ſpoſed, in compliance wich the 
tation in the text, to ſet about tim duty, t 
prove your own works, —'tis great odds he- 
ther —— ſuffered to do it yourſeif, 
without interruption ; and you might be ſaid 
_ to have — if the n perſbn you 


fake, deſiſt from ſo raſh an undertaking ; — 
what !—trdſt your own Müll and Judgment in 
2 matter of fo much difhcatty and importance 
ben there are To many whoſe buſineR it is, 
— who underfland it ſb well, and who cdti #6 
6— nes, amaonas,"4 
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5 — aniiſt be proved; yourvonld 
be adviſed, by all means, to ſend them to un- 


what he is about, cither ſome expert and no- 
vent or religious ſociety, who are in poſſeſſion 
of a large ftock: of good works of all Kinds, 
wrought up by faints and cenfeſlors, where 
ſech of your own ſupplied, —or be accommo- 
dated with new ones, ready proved to your 
hands, ſealed and certified to be fo by the 
Pope's commiſſary, and the n otaries of his en- 
preſeut it. So I ſhalt only add's ſhort remark, 
— that they who are perſuaded to be thus vir- 
of their works only by deputies, l have 
If be ſuſſers them to go to heaven only in the 
ſamo manner. that is, —by deputies too. 
The laſt miſtake which 1 ſhall have time to 
mention, is that which the Methodiſts have ro- 
> bas 
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bas mifled thouſands before theſe days, wheres 
erer enthulalen bad got footing, —avd that u, 
—the attempting to prove their works by thag 
very argument which is the greateſt prof of 
heir weaknels and ſuperſtition I mean, that 
extraordinary impulſe and intercoprte. with the 
Spirit of God which they pretend to, and 
whoſe operations (if you truſt. chem) are ſo 
ſenſibly felt in their hearts and fouls, 2s to ren- 
der, at once, all.other proofs of their works 
acedleſs to themſclves.——— This, I own, is one 
x the moſt ſamwary ways of proceeding in this 
duty of felf-cxataination, and as it proves a 


man's works in the groſo, it faves bim « world 


impreſſion of them ſtrong uppen his brain ;- tie 
not ſtrange be ſhould, think bimſelf 4 chofn 
veſſel, landifed within, and ſcaled up unte 


ſuch a one is lod captive to this error, there 
is nathing in nature to induce hint to. this du 
** ty 


the perſoct day of redemptiop ; and ſo lang 
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— — 
a aht the fruit we ex · 
potted —and fometimes fo entire hy blaſt them, 
that we are neither the SH res I 
the pains we have taken. 
— Witch oat 
um thoſume way;—bur he delineation echo; 
however, may ſerve at preſent, not only as fo 
many land. marks To guard us from this dange- 
rous coaſt which I have deſcribed, but to di 
rect us likewiſe Into that Tafe one, where we 


den only expe the fewurd the golpel promi- 


rer x, according to thebribreeited eaules, 


a man fails in examining his works, from 2 
difinclination to reform them, from par- 
tiality of compariſons. from flattery to 
his own motives, and a vain dependence upon 
the opinion'of the wortdz—the concluſion © 
6 


qualities 


NJ ERNON WV. 
qualities the moſt oppoſite to theſe for his con- 
 duflors. —And if be hopes to diſcharge this 
work fo as to have advantage from it, that 
be maſt et out upon the principles of an honeſt 

bead, willing to reform itſelf, and attached 
principally to that obje&, without regard to 
| che ſpiritual condition of others, or the miſ- 
| gellell Gptiinis which the werld icy have of 

| kimfelf. © 
That, for this end,—he muſt call Nis bed 
ways to remembrance, and ſearch out his ſpi- 
rit ;—ſcarch his aions, with the fame critical 
exactne and the ſamepicrcing ourĩoſity, we are 
wont to fit in judgment upon others; var 
niſhing nothing— and diſguiſing nothing. If 
he proceeds thus, and In every relation of life 
takes a full view of himſelf without prejudice, 
—traces his actions to their principles without 
mercy, and looks into the dark corners and re- 
_ cefſcsof his heart without ſear and if upon ſuch 
an enquiry—he acts coiſiſtent with bis view in 
it, by reforming his errors, ſeparating the drofs, 
and purifying the whole ma with repen- 
tance;——this will bid fair for examining a 
man's works in the apoſtle's ſenſe : And 
B b whoever 
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whoever diſcharges the duty thuo with a 
view to ſcripture, which is the rule in this caſe 
—and to reaſan, which is the applicr of this 
rule in all caſcs—necd not fear but he will 
have what the prophet calls rejoicing in himſelf, 
and that be will lay the foundation of his 
peace and comfort where it ought to y 
that is, within himſelf —in the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, and the joyful expeRtation, 
that baving done his utmoſt to examine his 
own works here, that Gop will accept them 
1 
— ID . 3 8 
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JOB's ExrosruLAr ron 
with his. Wir E. 
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What ball we nt cams 
Gad, and ſbal we not receive evil alſo ? 


12 are the words of Job, uttered 
in the depth of his misfortunes, by way 
. of reproof to his wiſe, for the counſel 
we bod the had given him in the foregoing 


verſe; namely, not to retain his integrity any 


it is not very evident, what was particularly 


meant and implied Ih the words —* Curſe Goo 


and die, yet it is certain, from Job's reply 
to them, chat they direfted him-to ſome ſtep 
which was raſh and unwarrantable, and proba- 
bly, as it is generally expliined, meant that he 
ſhouldopenly call God's juſtice to an account, 


and by a blaſphemous accuſation of it, provoke 
Cop to deſtroy his being: -as if the had fad, 


3 b 3 After 


—cſter ſo many fad things which have be- 


- 


* erer 


enemy ? — —Ought ſo faithful a ſervant as thou 
haſt been, to receive fo unkind treatment at 
his hands; and tamely to fubmit to it 
patiently to ſuſtain the evils he bas brought 
upon thy houſe, and neither murmur with thy 
lips, nor charge him with juſtice bear it 
not thus;—and as thy piety could not at firſt 
protect thee from fuch misfortunes, or thy 
behaviour under them could nc move Gop 
to take pity on thee; change thy conduct to- 
wards him, —boldly expoſtalate with bim, — 
upbraid him openly with unkindnefs, call hu 
juſtice and providence to- an account for op- 
preſſing thee in ſo undeſerved a manner, and 
haſt not been able to obtain by ſerving bim :— 


hp dic at once by bis hands, and be freed, at 
| leaſt, from the greater miſery of 4 lingering, 


and a more tormenting death, | 
On the other hand, ſome interpreters tell 
us,—that the word carſe, in the original, is 
N mY cquivocal, 
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twat cuba Gym 
way, aud fee how Got will reward thee, by a 
miſerable death which thos canſt nat avoid. 
_ Without diputing the merit. ef theſe two 
_ interpretations, it may not ſeem an anprobable 
ſtill different from what is expreſſed in either of 
them :——aad inſtead of fuppoling them. as 
an incitewent. to blaſpbeme GoDp,—which 
was madnek, r that they were intended 
as an inſult, which was unnatural ; —that her 
advice to curſe God and die, was meant here, 
that he ſhould reſolve upon a voluntary death 
nh Wee MR o_ 
remedy with it, and . 
r 
— CEO W 


AK 


bis poſterity: cut. aff Jos. ever. by the | 
lo-of- his childres —SÞbykncw be wa 
virtuous and ap. upright man, and deſerved a. 
better fate ber beart bled the more for 
ſureſt friend to the unfortunate, could only ies 
him. free;—and that it.was-better to relolup 
upon that at once, than vainly cadcayeur. ts 
wade through ſuch a ſea of troubles, which in 
the end would oer hel a him, — We may lupe 
Rancy as a fruitleſs virtue, and from that per · 
depend no longer upon bim, ve phate 
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of Gov, and Mall wi ust receive evil dt 


Are not both alike the diſpenfations of an all- 


mines what is 4% and wherefore ſhould 1 


make myſelf the judge, to veceive the one, and 


yet be fo partial as to rexet the other, when, 
dy fairly putting both into the ſcale, I may be 


convinced how much the good outweighs the 


evil in all cafes? in my own, nder bow 
ſtrong this argament k agalaſt ms. © + © 
in the beginning of my days, how dd Co 
crown me with honour? in how remarkable a 
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_ jets muſt be truly engaging ;—and the reaſon 
of © exalted an encomium from. this hand is 
eaſy to be gueſſed : no doubt the wileft of the 
Heathen plſilefophers bad found, from obſer- 
vetion upon the life of man, that the many 
troubles and infirmitics of his nature,che fick- 
children or property, with the aumberiek other 
cala and oroſs accidents to which the life 
of mans fubjo&, were in themſelves fo great. 
and ſo liatie ſalid cambort to be adminiſtered 
from the mere rehacment of philoſophy in 
which rquired greater efforts, or which was 
found f difficult to be atchioved upon moral 
principles; upen moral principles which had 
no foundation to faſttin-this greet weight, 
which the baſirmit ies of our nature laid upon . 

And for this reaſon tis obſervable, that chere 
is no ſubjeRt upon which the moral writers of 
antiquity have exuuſted fo much ef their elo- 
quence, or where they haveſpent fuch time and 
palm, ut in this of enden g to reconcile 
men to theſe evils. Inſomuch, that fromthence, 
A moſt modern languages, the patient eaduring 
—— of 
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of philoſophy, and almoſt monopolized the 
word to Mf, Hu wis the chief end or 
compendium of all the wiſdom which philoſo- 
phy bad to offer. And indeed, conſidering what 
well ; yet, as what they ſaid proceeded more 
from the head than thebeart, twas generally 
more calculated tofilence a man in his troubles, 
chan to convince, and teach him how to bear 
geniom their arguments might appear in the 
reading, ti to be ſeated" thiy loſt much cf 
their efficacy, when tried in tho application. 
If a man was thruſt back in the world by di- 
appointments, or was Job's caſe 
had ſuſſered = ſudden change in his fortunes ; 
from an aficent condition was broupht down 


by « train of cruel accidefts, and pinched with 
poverty would come in, and ex- 
bort him to hs ground; it would 


tell him, that the ſame greatneſs and ſtrength 
of mind, which enabled him to behave well 
in the days of his proſperity, ſhould equally 
enable bim to behave well in the days of bis 


adverſity z=—— - 
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the loſs and-protefiion e A kind and tendev 
buſband, Seneca or Epictetus would tell the 
penſwe parent and diſconfolate widow, ——- 
that tears and lamentation for the dead were 
fruitleſs und abfurd ;——thatto din, was the 
necellary and unavoidable debt of nature: 
and as it could admit bf ao remedy ——"twas 
impious and fooliſh to grieve and fret them- 
ſelves upan it. Upon ſuch ſage counſel, as well 
as many other leſſon of che ſame framp, . the 
ſame refleftion might beapplicd, which a ſaid 
to have been made: by one of the Roman em- 
perors, to one who adminiſtered the ſame con- 
folations to him en « like occafon—to whom, 
adviſing him to be comforted, and make him- 
about by a fatality, and could not be helped, 
from leſſening his crouble chat it was the 
very circumſtance which -eccaſioned it.” So 
that, upon the whole, —— when the true valae 
of theſe, and many more of cheir carent. ar- 
guments have been weighed and brought to ths 


eel—ane is lod to denke, whether the greateſt 
part 


nerty, but of a:man.fouk  in-the loweſt con- 


1 
| 
| 
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| Impoſſible « being & wid ſhould miſtake my 
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This leads me £6 the point + alni-at tn this 
—x —-— 


cipies but thake of religion to be depended on 


io caſed of teal ſtreſs, and that theils are able 
to encounter the worſt emergencies, and ta 
bear us up under all —— mn 
to whick our life is bit. 

Conſider. then what cinch. Go arp: 22 
principle of religion has, and bow wonderfully 
it is conducive to this end ; That there's a 
Gov, a powerful; s wiſe and good being, who. 
firft made the world, and continues tw govern 


it; —by whole gvotineſs all things ere deſign» 


ed—and by whoſe providence 6ll things art 
conducied to bring about the greateſt and belt 


that was giving way to his midfortants, and 
this doctrine comes in to his aid, kuſhes all bl 
complaints——and thus peaks comfort to his 
fool, — It u the Lonp, let h do what 
ſemeth bim good: — without his diretion 1 
kbow that pe evil can bel mb,—withour bis 
that no power can hurt me- * 


happincli— 
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kappineſs—or that a being fo good ſhould con- 
radi it. If he has denied me riches or other 
advantages,—perbaps he foreſees the gratify- 
ing my wiſhes would undo me, ayd by my own 
abuſe of them be perverted to my 
he has denied me the requeſt of children,. 
or in his providence has ft to take 
them from me- how can I faY—whether he 
has not dealt kindly with me, and only taken 
that away which be forelaw would embitter 
and ſhorten my days.—lt does fo, to ten thou- 
ſands, where the difobedience of a thankleſs 
child has brought down the parent's grey hairs 
with ſorrow to the grave. Has he 'vilted me 
with fickneſs, poverty, or other diſappoint- 
ments: an I ſay, but theſe are bleſſings 
in diſguiſe ?—ſo many different expreſſions of 
his care and concern, to diſintangle my thoughts 
from. this. world, and fix them upon avother, 
another, a better world beyond this!” —— 
This thought opens a new ſcene of hope and 
conſolation to the unfortunate and as 
_ the perſuaſion of a providence reconciles him 
to the evils be bas ſuffered, this proſpect 
3 232 
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them, and cfteem the light affliction of bb 
life, at they are, nat wirthy ro be compared! 
to whit u refined for tim berenbery 
Thing are un of Salt by comparifn 
=-and he who looks no farther then this 
world, and batancts the atovunts of his joys 
all his forrows enlarged, and at the cloſe of 
them will be apt to look back, aud exft the 
patriarch did w Phitach,—* That ew and 
evil had been the dayd of bi pilgrimage.” But 
Jet him liſt up hi eyed towarty heaven, and 
ſtedfaſtly behold the life and aa@mortality of 
> future ſtate, e then wipes away all tears 
from off hk eyes for ever abd ever ;——the 
the exited captive, big with the bopes that he 
is returning home, de els not the weight 
of his chains, or counts the days of his tuptini 
ty; but locks forward with rapture towards 
the country where his heart is flett before. - 
Theſe are the aids which religion 1 w 
towards the regulating of our ſpirit ander the 
evils of life :——but like great cordials,— 
they are ſeldom uſed but on greater oocurren- 
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. In the leſſer evils of life we ers £6 Rand 
uppuarded—and our peace and contentment 
are overthrgiyn, and cur kappinck broke in 
upon by a hetlc impacience of ſpirit ander the 
crok and untoward accidents we moet with, — 
Theſe ſtand unprovided for, end we neglet 
them, as we do the dighiter indiſpalitions of the 
body——which we think-wot ; worth treating 
ſerioafly—wmd f leave. them to nature. In 
good habits of the body this may ,. 
1 would gladly believe, there arc fach good 
habits of the temper, ſuch z compicxional 
caſc and bealth of heart, as may afgen ſa vs the 
patient much medicine. We are ti to 
mind are got they ave wanth preſerving by 
all rules;-——paticace and comentment, — 
which, like the treaſure hid fn the Geld, for 
which a man ſold all be had tompurchale—is of 
that price, that it cannot be had at too great 
a purchaſe, ſince, without it, the beſt condition 
in life camot make us happy, —and with it, 
it is irppoſible we ſhould be miſcrable even in. 
the worſt.—Give me leave, therefors, to clas 
this diſcourſe with ſome refieftions upon the 

| — 


nothing better and uothing more. I own there 
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ſabje&t of a contented mind and the duty in 
man of regulating his ſpirit, in our way through 
life ;——2 ſubject in every body's mouth 
preached upon daily to our friends and. kin- 
dred—but too oft in ſuch a ſtyle, as to con · 
vince the party leftured only of this truth ;j— 
that we bear. the misfortance of others with 
excellent tranquillity. - | 

q | Thillovs chave ara thenknds fo extranegent 
in their ideas of contentment, as to imagine 
that it muſt conkit in having every thing in 
this world turn out the way they wiſh —that 
they are to ſu down. in happineſs, and feel 
themſelves ſo at eaſe at all points, as to defre 


are inſtances of fame, who ſeem to paſs through 
the world as if all their paths had been firew- 
ed with roſe-buds of delight but a little 
experience will ' convince us, tis a fatal expec- 
tation to go upon . We are born to trouble: 
and we may depend upon it, whilſt we live in 
this world, we ſhall: have it, though with in- 


termiſfons, that i, in whatever ſtate we 
are, we ſhalt find a mixture of good and evil; 


and therefore the true way. to contentment 
dots 4 is, 
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s; to kbovw fo receire theſo contain viciſſitdties 
of life,———the returns of gooit ani} ovil}, i od 
dither to be exalted by the od; or overs 
throws by the ethet ; but to bear ourſelves; 
a and indifference of mind, as to haverd as 
Tttle as may be. This d the 2rud mee 
Amate fitted for ws by natare; and in which 
cvery wile man would wiſh to live. G0 

23 — ain 

giving wings t ovr 

Ta. 
a fituativn in life; we me cri away alter 
nately info all the extremes of bot and cold, 
for which, as we are neither ated by nature, 
or propatce by expectation, we fect them with 
all their Holtnce, and wich alt thair danger 
S „ bn ee 
God, for wiſe rexſous, has made hf 
in this world almoſt as fickle and capricious as 
ourſcives. —Pain and pleaſure, like light and 
darkneſs, facceed each other; and be that 
knows bow t6accmnmodate f to their 
periodical returns, and can wiſely extract the 
good from the evi,—knows only bow 


to live; 
th 


how bitter ſoever, there are ſome cordial drops 
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detadefitinthivwcetd,andfortiicerery thin 


muſt be indebted not to his fortuns, but to him- 
ſelf.— And, indeed, it would have been ſtrange, 
if a duty. fs becoming us as dependent crea- 
tures—and ſo neceſſary. beſides to all our well- 
beings, kad been. placed out of the reach of 
and for this reaſdn; there is ſcarce any lot ſo 
low, but there is ſomething in it to ſatisfy the 
man whom it has beſallen; providence having 
& ordered things, that in every man's.cupy 


dee good circumſtances, which, if wiſe» 
ty extracted are fufficient for the purpoſe he 
wants them, ——that i, to make him con- 
rented, and if. not- happy, at leaſt reſigued. 
May Gov bleſs us all with this fpirit, for the 
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